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The rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan has been a tumultuous and
transformative event, shaping the country's destiny and leaving an indelible
mark on its people. For over two decades, Afghanistan has been a
battleground for competing ideologies, with the Taliban emerging as a
dominant force in the post-9/11 era.

This article presents a firsthand account of the Taliban's resurgence,
drawing upon my personal experiences and observations as a journalist
who has extensively covered the conflict in Afghanistan. | will delve into the
complex motivations and strategies of the Taliban, exploring the factors that
have contributed to their rise and the profound impact their rule has had on
the Afghan people.
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The Seeds of Talibanism

The roots of the Taliban lie in the chaos that ensued after the Soviet
withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1989. The country descended into a civil
war, with various factions vying for power. Amidst this instability, a group of
students emerged from religious schools, known as "Taliban," meaning
"students" in Pashto.

Initially, the Taliban were welcomed by many Afghans as a force for stability
and security. They enforced a strict interpretation of Islamic law, promising
to restore order and eliminate corruption. However, their rule soon became
oppressive, marked by severe restrictions on women's rights, public
executions, and a brutal crackdown on dissent.

The Taliban's Rise to Power

The Taliban's rise to power was a gradual process that gained momentum
in the mid-1990s. They exploited the weakness of the central government
and skillfully navigated the complex tribal and ethnic dynamics of
Afghanistan.

By 1996, the Taliban had conquered most of Afghanistan, establishing the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. Their victory was aided by external factors,
including support from Pakistan and funding from international sources.

Their military prowess and ideological fervor also played a significant role.

The Taliban's Rule

The Taliban's rule over Afghanistan was a period of intense repression and
social upheaval. They implemented a harsh interpretation of Islamic law



that severely restricted women's rights, banned entertainment, and
imposed strict dress codes.

The Taliban also waged a brutal campaign against their opponents,
including ethnic and religious minorities. They carried out mass executions,
public floggings, and amputations.

The US Intervention and the Taliban's Fall

The Taliban's reign came to an end in 2001 when the United States
launched a military intervention in Afghanistan in response to the 9/11
attacks. The US-led coalition quickly toppled the Taliban regime, but the
insurgency continued for many years.

The US and its allies spent billions of dollars trying to stabilize Afghanistan
and build a strong, democratic government. However, corruption,
ineffective governance, and a resilient insurgency undermined these
efforts.

The Return of the Taliban: 2021

In August 2021, the Taliban made a stunning resurgence, seizing control of
Afghanistan as US and allied forces withdrew.

The Taliban's rapid takeover exposed the fragility of the Afghan government
and the weaknesses of the US-led intervention. It also raised fears of a
return to the dark days of the 1990s.

The Taliban: Yesterday and Today



The Taliban of today are not exactly the same as they were in the 1990s.
They have adopted a more pragmatic approach, engaging with the
international community and promising to respect women's rights (within
the confines of their interpretation of Islamic law).

However, their underlying ideology remains unchanged, and they face
significant challenges in governing a complex and war-torn country.

The Taliban's rise to power has been a transformative event for
Afghanistan, with far-reaching consequences for the country and the
region.

The Taliban's rule has had a profound impact on the lives of Afghans,
particularly women and girls. The long-term implications of their return to
power remain to be seen, but it is clear that Afghanistan's future will be
shaped by the Taliban's presence.

As we reflect on the rise of the Taliban, it is essential to understand the
complex factors that have contributed to their success. By examining their
motivations, strategies, and the wider context of Afghanistan's history, we
can gain a deeper insight into the challenges and opportunities facing the
country today.
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