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Wangari Maathai was a remarkable woman who dedicated her life to
fighting for environmental conservation, democracy, human rights, and
women's empowerment. She is best known for founding the Green Belt
Movement, a grassroots organization that has planted over 51 million trees
in Africa. For her pioneering work, Maathai was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2004.

Early Life and Education

Wangari Maathai was born on April 1, 1940, in Nyeri, Kenya. She was the
oldest of eight children in a peasant family. Maathai's father was a farmer,
and her mother was a herbalist. Maathai's parents instilled in her a strong
work ethic and a deep love for the environment.
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Maathai attended the Loreto Girls' School in Limuru, Kenya. She was a
bright student and excelled in her studies. In 1960, Maathai was one of the
first women in Kenya to attend university. She studied biology at the
University of East Africa in Kampala, Uganda.

Environmental Activism

Maathai's environmental activism began in the early 1970s. She was
disturbed by the deforestation that was taking place in Kenya. She believed
that deforestation was contributing to soil erosion, water shortages, and
climate change.

In 1977, Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement. The organization's
mission is to plant trees and educate people about the importance of
environmental conservation. The Green Belt Movement has planted over
51 million trees in Africa. These trees have helped to restore degraded
land, improve water quality, and mitigate climate change.

Political Activism

Maathai's environmental activism often led to political activism. She was
critical of the Kenyan government's environmental policies. She also spoke
out against human rights abuses and corruption.

In 1992, Maathai was elected to the Kenyan Parliament. She was the first
woman to be elected to Parliament from the Green Party. Maathai served in
Parliament for two terms. She used her position to advocate for
environmental protection, democracy, and human rights.

Nobel Peace Prize



In 2004, Maathai was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her contributions
to sustainable development, democracy, and peace. She was the first
African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize.

Maathai's Nobel Peace Prize was a major recognition of her work. It helped
to raise awareness of the importance of environmental conservation and
the role of women in sustainable development.

Legacy

Wangari Maathai died on September 25, 2011, at the age of 71. She left
behind a legacy of environmental conservation, democracy, and human
rights.

Maathai's work continues to inspire people around the world. The Green
Belt Movement is still active, and it has planted over 51 million trees in
Africa. Maathai's work has also helped to raise awareness of the
importance of environmental conservation and the role of women in
sustainable development.

Maathai was a visionary leader who made a significant contribution to the
world. She was a pioneer in the field of environmental conservation, and
she was a tireless advocate for democracy, human rights, and women's
empowerment. Maathai's legacy will continue to inspire people for
generations to come.
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