Victor Paz Estenssoro: Biography of Bolivian
Statesman

Early Life and Career

Victor Paz Estenssoro was born on October 3, 1907, in Tarija, Bolivia. His
father was a wealthy landowner and politician, while his mother was a
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pious Catholic. Estenssoro received his early education in Bolivia and then
studied law at the University of San Andrés in La Paz.

After graduating, Estenssoro entered politics and quickly rose through the
ranks of the National Revolutionary Movement (MNR),a left-wing party that
advocated for social and economic reform. In 1943, he was elected to the
Chamber of Deputies and served as the party's leader until 1952,

Victor Paz Estenssoro: Biography of a Bolivian
Statesman by Georges Sada

5outof 5
Language : English
File size : 3771 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 397 pages
Lending : Enabled

«‘2“&

DOWNLOAD E-BOOK i

The Bolivian Revolution

In 1952, the MNR led a revolution that overthrew the conservative
government of Hugo Ballivian. Estenssoro was elected president and
embarked on a series of radical reforms aimed at transforming Bolivia's
political and economic system.

One of Estenssoro's most significant reforms was the nationalization of the
country's tin industry, which had been dominated by foreign companies.
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This move gave Bolivia control over its own natural resources and provided
the government with a new source of revenue.

Estenssoro also implemented a series of social reforms, including land
redistribution, universal suffrage, and the establishment of a minimum
wage. These reforms helped to improve the lives of Bolivia's poor and
working class.

Economic Stabilization

In the late 1950s, Bolivia's economy faced a severe crisis. The price of tin
plummeted, and the country's foreign reserves were depleted. Estenssoro
responded by implementing a series of austerity measures, including cuts
to government spending and the devaluation of the currency.

These measures were unpopular but ultimately successful in stabilizing the
economy. By the early 1960s, Bolivia's economy had recovered and was
growing steadily.

Later Career

Estenssoro served as president of Bolivia for three terms. He was
overthrown in a military coup in 1964 but returned to power in 1969 after a
second revolution. He served as president for a fourth term until 1971.

After leaving office, Estenssoro continued to be active in Bolivian politics.
He died in La Paz on June 7, 2001, at the age of 93.
Legacy

Victor Paz Estenssoro is widely regarded as one of the most influential
Bolivian statesmen of the 20th century. His reforms transformed Bolivia's



political and economic system and helped to improve the lives of its people.

Estenssoro was a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant
politician and a charismatic leader, but he was also authoritarian and
ruthless. His legacy continues to be debated by Bolivians today.
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