
Unveiling the Strength and Resilience of Nisei
in the Face of Adversity: Recounting
Japanese American Life during World War II

Nisei Resistance and Resilience: A Japanese-American
Life by V. L. Purvis-Smith

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 15570 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 398 pages
Lending : Enabled

The term "Nisei" refers to second-generation Japanese Americans who
were born in the United States. During World War II, these individuals faced
tremendous adversity and prejudice following the attack on Pearl Harbor.
The United States government ordered the mass incarceration of over
120,000 Japanese Americans, including Nisei, in concentration camps.

Despite the hardships and discrimination they endured, Nisei demonstrated
remarkable resilience and resistance. They organized protests and legal
challenges against their unjust treatment, and they worked to maintain their
cultural identity and community ties. Nisei also served loyally in the US
military, proving their patriotism and determination to contribute to their
country.
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This article delves into the experiences of Nisei during World War II,
exploring their resistance and resilience in the face of adversity. We will
examine the historical context, the challenges they faced, and the ways in
which they fought for their rights and preserved their culture.

Historical Context

In the aftermath of the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the
United States government was gripped by fear and suspicion towards
Japanese Americans. The government believed that Japanese Americans
posed a security risk, and it initiated a series of discriminatory policies and
actions against them.

Executive Order 9066, signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in
February 1942, authorized the Secretary of War to remove Japanese
Americans from designated military areas. This order led to the mass
evacuation and incarceration of over 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry,
two-thirds of whom were American citizens.

Japanese Americans were forced to leave their homes, businesses, and
communities, and they were sent to ten concentration camps located in
remote areas of the western United States. The camps were often
overcrowded and unsanitary, and the living conditions were harsh and
dehumanizing.

Challenges Faced by Nisei

Nisei faced a myriad of challenges during World War II. They were
subjected to racism, discrimination, and fear-mongering. They were forced
to leave their homes and communities, and they were incarcerated in



concentration camps for years. They also had to deal with the trauma and
psychological effects of their unjust treatment.

In addition to the challenges they faced within the camps, Nisei also faced
challenges upon their release. They had to rebuild their lives and
communities, and they faced continued discrimination and prejudice. Many
Nisei were unable to return to their former homes and businesses, and they
struggled to find jobs and housing.

Resistance and Resilience

Despite the challenges they faced, Nisei demonstrated remarkable
resilience and resistance. They organized protests and legal challenges
against their unjust treatment, and they worked to maintain their cultural
identity and community ties.

One of the most significant acts of resistance by Nisei was the formation of
the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL). Founded in 1929, the
JACL fought for the rights of Japanese Americans and challenged the
government's discriminatory policies. The JACL played a key role in
organizing protests, providing legal aid to Japanese Americans, and
advocating for their release from the concentration camps.

Nisei also resisted their unjust treatment by serving loyally in the US
military. Over 33,000 Nisei served in the US Army, Navy, and Marine Corps
during World War II. They fought bravely and with distinction, proving their
patriotism and determination to contribute to their country.

Preserving Cultural Identity and Community Ties



Nisei also worked to maintain their cultural identity and community ties
during their incarceration in the concentration camps. They organized
cultural events, such as traditional Japanese festivals and tea ceremonies.
They also created schools and churches, providing a sense of normalcy
and continuity for their community.

Upon their release from the camps, Nisei continued to work to preserve
their culture and community. They established Japanese American
community centers and schools, and they held cultural events and festivals
to celebrate their heritage.

Impact on Nisei Life

The experiences of Nisei during World War II had a profound impact on
their lives. They faced tremendous adversity and prejudice, but they also
demonstrated remarkable resilience and resistance. They fought for their
rights, preserved their culture, and contributed to their country.

The experiences of Nisei during World War II are a reminder of the
importance of civil rights and the dangers of prejudice and discrimination.
They are also a testament to the resilience and strength of the human
spirit.

The Nisei experience during World War II is a complex and multifaceted
story of adversity, resilience, and resistance. Nisei faced tremendous
hardship and discrimination, but they fought for their rights, preserved their
culture, and contributed to their country.

The story of Nisei is a reminder of the importance of civil rights and the
dangers of prejudice and discrimination. It is also a testament to the



resilience and strength of the human spirit.
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