
Unveiling the Power and Nuance of
Contemporary Plays by African American
Women
In the vibrant tapestry of American theater, the voices and perspectives of
African American women have played a pivotal role in shaping
contemporary plays. These playwrights have used the power of the stage
to illuminate the complexities of identity, explore the wounds of social
injustice, and celebrate the resilience of the human spirit.

Contemporary Plays by African American Women: Ten
Complete Works by Nikkole Salter

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 8296 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 613 pages

Their works delve into the intimate and the political, the personal and the
universal, offering audiences a profound and often transformative
experience. This article explores the diverse and thought-provoking world
of contemporary plays by African American women, showcasing their
unique contributions to the theatrical landscape.

Exploring Themes of Identity and Empowerment
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African American women playwrights have long used their art to explore the
complexities of identity, particularly in the context of race, gender, and
intersectionality. Their plays challenge societal norms and stereotypes,
empowering audiences to see themselves and others in a new light.

For example, Dominique Morisseau's play "Pipeline" (2017) follows the
story of Nya, a single mother and public school teacher who battles the
systemic barriers facing her son in the American education system. The
play explores themes of racial bias, poverty, and the challenges of
navigating intersectional identities.

Another notable playwright in this realm is Branden Jacobs-Jenkins,
whose play "An Octoroon" (2014) unpacks the history of minstrelsy and
racial stereotypes. Through a daring and provocative retelling of an 1859
play, Jacobs-Jenkins confronts the legacy of racial violence and its
enduring impact on society.

Confronting Social Injustice and Marginalization

Contemporary African American women playwrights have also been at the
forefront of addressing social injustice and giving voice to marginalized
communities. Their works shed light on the systemic oppression faced by
Black people, women, and other marginalized groups.

One such playwright is Jackie Sibblies Drury, whose Pulitzer Prize-
winning play "Fairview" (2019) explores the insidious nature of racism in
America. The play follows a Black family as they face a series of disturbing
and surreal encounters, exposing the hidden prejudices that often manifest
in everyday life.



Another playwright who tackles social injustice is Ntozake Shange, whose
groundbreaking work "For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide /
When the Rainbow Is Enuf" (1976) remains a powerful indictment against
the violence and trauma experienced by women of color.

Celebrating Resilience and Transformation

Despite the often heavy subject matter that they tackle, contemporary
African American women playwrights also find space to celebrate the
resilience and transformative power of the human spirit. Their works offer
hope and inspiration, highlighting the strength and determination of
marginalized individuals.

For example, Lynn Nottage's Pulitzer Prize-winning play "Ruined" (2009)
follows the lives of Congolese women who have survived sexual violence
during the Congo Civil War. The play is a testament to their resilience and
their ability to rebuild their lives in the face of adversity.

Another playwright who celebrates resilience is Suzan-Lori Parks, whose
Pulitzer Prize-winning play "Topdog/Underdog" (2001) explores the
complex relationship between two brothers living in a rundown apartment.
The play is both heartbreaking and hopeful, showcasing the characters'
struggles while also illuminating their indomitable spirits.

A List of Must-See Plays by African American Women



Pipeline by Dominique Morisseau

A powerful exploration of race, poverty, and education, following the
journey of a single mother and her son in the American school system.
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An Octoroon by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins

A provocative retelling of an 1859 play that confronts the history of
minstrelsy and the enduring impact of racial stereotypes.
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Fairview by Jackie Sibblies Drury

A groundbreaking play that explores the hidden prejudices and
insidious nature of racism in America, following a Black family as they
face a series of surreal and disturbing encounters.
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For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide / When the
Rainbow Is Enuf by Ntozake Shange

A powerful indictment against the violence and trauma experienced by
women of color, told through a series of poetic monologues and
choreographed movement.
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Ruined by Lynn Nottage

A Pulitzer Prize-winning play that follows the lives of Congolese
women who have survived sexual violence during the Congo Civil War,
showcasing their resilience and determination to rebuild their lives.
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Topdog/Underdog by Suzan-Lori Parks
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