
Traplines Coming Home to Sawtooth Valley: A
Journey of Reconnection and Revitalization
Nestled amidst the breathtaking peaks and pristine lakes of Idaho's
Sawtooth Valley, a resurgence is underway – the return of traplines. Once
an integral part of the valley's cultural fabric and economic livelihood,
traplines had diminished over time, leaving a void in both the community
and the ecosystem.
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But in recent years, thanks to the dedicated efforts of local trappers,
community members, and conservation organizations, traplines are making
a comeback in Sawtooth Valley. This journey of reconnection and
revitalization is not only restoring a traditional practice but also bringing
tangible benefits to the community and the environment.

Trapping's Historical Significance

Trapping has deep roots in Sawtooth Valley, dating back to the arrival of
Native American tribes thousands of years ago. The valley's abundant
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wildlife, including beaver, marten, and mink, provided a vital source of food,
clothing, and trade goods for the Shoshone, Bannock, and Lemhi tribes.

With the arrival of European settlers in the 19th century, trapping became a
commercial enterprise. Trappers from all over the country flocked to
Sawtooth Valley, seeking the valuable pelts of beaver and other fur-bearing
animals. The fur trade played a significant role in the development of the
valley, establishing trading posts and towns that later became centers of
commerce and settlement.

Challenges and Decline

However, as the fur trade declined in the late 19th century, so did trapping
in Sawtooth Valley. Changes in fashion, the of synthetic materials, and the
establishment of wildlife refuges all contributed to the decrease in demand
for fur. Additionally, the advent of predator control programs and the
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perception of trapping as cruel and unnecessary further marginalized the
practice.

By the mid-20th century, trapping had become a relic of the past in
Sawtooth Valley. The once-vibrant tradition had faded away, leaving behind
only memories and a sense of loss among the valley's older residents.

Efforts for Revitalization

In the 1990s, a growing awareness of the cultural and ecological benefits of
trapping sparked a renewed interest in the practice. A group of dedicated
trappers, led by local resident John Johnson, began working to re-establish
traplines in Sawtooth Valley.

Johnson and his fellow trappers faced numerous challenges. They had to
overcome negative perceptions about trapping, gain support from the
community, and secure access to trapping areas. Undeterred, they
organized educational events, conducted outreach programs, and worked
closely with wildlife managers to demonstrate the responsible and humane
nature of modern trapping practices.



Modern trapping practices prioritize the humane treatment of animals.

Benefits of Trapping

The return of traplines to Sawtooth Valley has brought a multitude of
benefits:
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Cultural Heritage: Trapping is an important part of the Sawtooth
Valley's cultural heritage. It connects the present-day community with
its past and helps preserve traditional knowledge and skills.

Ecological Balance: Trapping can help maintain ecological balance
by regulating predator populations. Beavers, for example, can
significantly alter the landscape by damming streams and creating
wetlands. Trapping helps prevent beaver populations from becoming
too large, ensuring the health and diversity of riparian ecosystems.

Economic Revitalization: Trapping provides a source of income for
local trappers, contributing to the economic vitality of the valley. The
sale of furs and other trapping-related products generates revenue that
supports families and businesses.

Community Engagement

The revitalization of traplines in Sawtooth Valley has been a collaborative
effort involving the entire community. Local trappers have worked closely
with wildlife managers, conservation organizations, and community leaders
to ensure the responsible and sustainable management of the valley's
wildlife resources.

Educational programs and outreach events have played a crucial role in
fostering understanding and support for trapping. Trappers have shared
their knowledge and experiences, demonstrating the humane and ethical
practices they employ. This engagement has helped dispel misconceptions
and build bridges between the trapping community and the broader public.



The return of traplines to Sawtooth Valley is a testament to the resilience
and determination of a community. Through hard work, collaboration, and a
deep commitment to their traditions and the environment, local trappers
have revived a practice that had been nearly lost.

The benefits of trapping extend far beyond the economic value of furs.
They encompass the preservation of cultural heritage, the maintenance of
ecological balance, and the revitalization of rural communities. By
embracing traditional practices in a responsible and sustainable manner,
the people of Sawtooth Valley are ensuring that their legacy will continue to
thrive for generations to come.
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