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Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was born on July 18, 1918, in Mvezo, South
Africa. His father was a chief of the Thembu people, and his mother was a
member of the royal family. Mandela's early life was marked by poverty and
discrimination. He was forced to attend a segregated school, and he was
often subjected to racial abuse.
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In 1944, Mandela joined the African National Congress (ANC),a political
organization that fought against apartheid, the system of racial segregation
that was in place in South Africa at the time. Mandela quickly rose through
the ranks of the ANC, and he soon became one of its most prominent
leaders.

In 1964, Mandela was arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment for his
involvement in the ANC's armed struggle against apartheid. He spent the
next 27 years in prison, during which time he was subjected to torture and
abuse. However, Mandela never gave up hope, and he continued to work
for the end of apartheid.

In 1990, Mandela was finally released from prison. He immediately
resumed his work with the ANC, and he played a key role in the
negotiations that led to the end of apartheid in 1994. Mandela was elected
the first president of South Africa in 1994, and he served until 1999. During
his presidency, Mandela worked to promote reconciliation between the
different races of South Africa. He also established the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, which investigated the human rights abuses
that had been committed during apartheid.

Mandela retired from politics in 1999, but he continued to work for peace
and reconciliation around the world. He established the Nelson Mandela
Foundation, which supports education, healthcare, and other social justice
initiatives. Mandela also spoke out against poverty, inequality, and
discrimination.

Nelson Mandela died on December 5, 2013, at the age of 95. He is
remembered as one of the most important figures of the 20th century. He



was a tireless fighter for justice and equality, and he inspired people all
over the world. Mandela's legacy will continue to inspire people for
generations to come.

Transition

The transition from apartheid to democracy in South Africa was a long and
difficult process. However, Mandela's leadership was instrumental in
making the transition successful. He was able to bring together people from
all races and backgrounds, and he helped to create a new South Africa that
was based on equality and justice.

Mandela's transition from prisoner to president is a testament to his
strength of character and his unwavering commitment to peace and
reconciliation. He was able to forgive his former captors, and he worked
tirelessly to build a new South Africa that was inclusive of all its people.

Mandela's legacy is one of hope and inspiration. He showed the world that
even the most difficult challenges can be overcome. He also showed the
world that it is possible to forgive and to reconcile. Mandela's legacy will
continue to inspire people for generations to come.
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