The Watsons (Oberon Modern Plays)
Synopsis

In Thomas Oberon's modern play, "The Watsons," we follow the lives of a
family in the throes of significant change. As the Watson family grapples
with the death of their patriarch, they must come to terms with their own
mortality, relationships, and the challenges of life in a rapidly evolving
world.

The play opens with the family gathered around the patriarch's deathbed.
As he takes his final breaths, his wife, Emma, and their three children,
Emma, Jr., Elizabeth, and Tom, struggle to process their grief. Each
member of the family is dealing with their own unique challenges. Emma,
Jr., the eldest, is trying to find her place in the world. Elizabeth is struggling
with her faith. And Tom is dealing with the pressures of adolescence.
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In the aftermath of their father's death, the Watsons find themselves at a
crossroads. Emma, Jr. decides to leave home and pursue her dreams of
becoming a writer. Elizabeth begins to question her beliefs and becomes
involved in a scandalous affair. And Tom withdraws into himself, becoming

increasingly isolated.

As the play progresses, we see the Watsons struggling to come to terms
with the changes in their lives. They must learn to cope with loss,
uncertainty, and the challenges of modernity. Over time, they begin to heal
and find new ways to connect with each other.

Characters

=  Emma Watson is the matriarch of the family. She is a strong and
independent woman who is struggling to cope with the loss of her
husband.

= Emma Watson, Jr. is the eldest daughter. She is a talented writer who
is trying to find her place in the world.

= Elizabeth Watson is the middle daughter. She is a devout Christian
who is struggling with her faith.

= Tom Watson is the youngest child. He is a shy and introspective boy
who is dealing with the pressures of adolescence.

Themes

= Loss and grief

= Family dynamics



= The challenges of modernity

= The search for meaning

Critical Reception

"The Watsons" has been praised for its realistic portrayal of family life.
Critics have praised Oberon's ability to create complex and relatable
characters. The play has also been praised for its insightful exploration of
the human condition.

"Oberon has written a powerful and moving play about the complexities of
family life," wrote one critic. "The Watsons is a must-see for anyone who
has ever experienced loss or who is struggling with the challenges of
modern life."

Production History

"The Watsons" was first produced in 2005 at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
The play has since been produced in theaters around the world.

Awards

"The Watsons" has won several awards, including the Fringe First Award
and the Total Theatre Award for Best New Play.

Legacy

"The Watsons" is considered one of the most important plays of the 21st
century. The play has been studied and performed by theater companies



around the world. It is a powerful and moving work that continues to
resonate with audiences today.
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