
The Untold Story of Lin Zhao, Martyr in Mao's
China
In the annals of history, there are countless stories of individuals who have
made extraordinary sacrifices in the name of their beliefs. One such
individual is Lin Zhao, a young Chinese woman who was executed during
the Cultural Revolution for her unwavering faith in democracy and freedom.
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Lin Zhao's story is a powerful reminder of the human cost of tyranny. Her
courage and resilience in the face of adversity is an inspiration to all who
believe in the power of the human spirit.

Early Life and Education

Lin Zhao was born in Suzhou, China, in 1932. She was a bright and
inquisitive child, and she excelled in her studies. After graduating from high
school, she enrolled at Peking University, where she studied journalism.
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At university, Lin Zhao was exposed to the ideas of democracy and
freedom. She was inspired by the writings of Western philosophers such as
John Stuart Mill and Bertrand Russell. She also became involved in student
activism, and she participated in protests against the Communist Party's
authoritarian rule.
Political Activism

After graduating from university, Lin Zhao worked as a journalist. She used
her writing to criticize the Communist Party's policies and to call for greater
freedom and democracy.

In 1957, Lin Zhao published an essay entitled "On Democracy and
Freedom." The essay was a scathing indictment of the Communist Party's
authoritarian rule. It called for the establishment of a democratic
government and the protection of basic human rights.

The publication of the essay led to Lin Zhao's arrest. She was charged with
"counter-revolutionary" activities and sentenced to 20 years in prison.

Imprisonment and Execution

Lin Zhao was subjected to harsh treatment in prison. She was tortured and
beaten, and she was denied access to food and water.

Despite the hardships she endured, Lin Zhao remained defiant. She
continued to write poems and essays, in which she expressed her faith in
democracy and freedom.

In April 1968, Lin Zhao was executed by firing squad. She was 36 years
old.



Legacy

Lin Zhao's story is a powerful reminder of the human cost of tyranny. Her
courage and resilience in the face of adversity is an inspiration to all who
believe in the power of the human spirit.

Lin Zhao's writings have been published in several languages, and they
continue to inspire people around the world. She is considered a martyr by
many Chinese people, and her memory is revered by those who believe in
democracy and freedom.
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