The Tightening Dark: An American Hostage in
Yemen

On June 6, 2014, the American journalist Luke Somers was taken hostage
in Yemen by the terrorist group al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).
He was held for over a year, during which time he was subjected to torture
and interrogation. On December 4, 2014, Somers was killed in a failed
rescue attempt by U.S. forces.
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Somers' death was a tragedy, but it also shed light on the plight of other
American hostages held captive by AQAP. These hostages are often held
for years, and they are subjected to unspeakable horrors. They are beaten,
starved, and tortured. They are kept in isolation and denied access to basic
medical care. They are forced to watch as their fellow hostages are killed.

The suffering of these hostages is a reminder of the horrors that are taking
place in Yemen. The country has been embroiled in a civil war for years,
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and the fighting has created a humanitarian crisis. Millions of people have
been displaced from their homes, and thousands have been killed. The
country is also a breeding ground for terrorism, and AQAP is one of the
most powerful terrorist groups in the world.

The United States has a moral obligation to do everything it can to rescue
its hostages. However, the rescue of Somers showed that this is a difficult
and dangerous task. The U.S. government must weigh the risks of a rescue
attempt against the potential benefits. In some cases, the risks may be too
great, and the hostages may be left to suffer in captivity.

The story of Luke Somers is a reminder of the dangers that journalists face
when they report from conflict zones. Journalists play an important role in
informing the public about the world, but they also put themselves at great
risk. Somers was a brave and dedicated journalist who was committed to
telling the stories of the people of Yemen. His death is a loss to journalism
and to the world.

Luke Somers' Captivity

Luke Somers was born in London in 1981. He moved to the United States
as a child and grew up in California. He graduated from the University of
California, Berkeley, with a degree in journalism. After college, Somers
worked as a freelance journalist in the Middle East. He reported on the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and he also wrote about the Arab Spring
uprisings.

In 2013, Somers traveled to Yemen to report on the country's civil war. He
was embedded with a group of Yemeni soldiers and was covering a battle
in the southern province of Shabwa when he was captured by AQAP.



Somers was held captive for over a year. During that time, he was
subjected to torture and interrogation. He was beaten, starved, and
waterboarded. He was also forced to watch as his fellow hostages were
killed.

In December 2014, the U.S. government launched a rescue attempt to free
Somers and other American hostages. The raid was unsuccessful, and
Somers was killed in the crossfire.

The Legacy of Luke Somers

Luke Somers' death was a tragedy, but it also shed light on the plight of
other American hostages held captive by AQAP. These hostages are often
held for years, and they are subjected to unspeakable horrors. They are
beaten, starved, and tortured. They are kept in isolation and denied access
to basic medical care. They are forced to watch as their fellow hostages are
killed.

The story of Luke Somers is a reminder of the dangers that journalists face
when they report from conflict zones. Journalists play an important role in
informing the public about the world, but they also put themselves at great
risk. Somers was a brave and dedicated journalist who was committed to
telling the stories of the people of Yemen. His death is a loss to journalism
and to the world.

We must never forget the sacrifices that Luke Somers and other hostages
have made. We must continue to fight for their release and to hold their
captors accountable. We must also work to prevent future kidnappings by
supporting the U.S. government's efforts to combat terrorism.
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'| NAIF Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
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