The Story of Chaplain Kapaun: Patriot Priest
of the Korean Conflict

Early Life and Vocation

Emil Joseph Kapaun was born on April 20, 1916, in Pilsen, Kansas. The
son of Czech immigrants, he grew up in a devout Catholic family. From a
young age, he felt a calling to the priesthood. After graduating from high
school, he entered the seminary at St. John's College in Winfield, Kansas.
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Kapaun was ordained a priest in 1943. He served as an assistant pastor at
a parish in Wichita, Kansas, for several years before volunteering to serve
as a chaplain in the U.S. Army during World War Il. He was assigned to the
8th Army and deployed to the Pacific theater of operations.

Service in the Korean War
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When the Korean War broke out in 1950, Kapaun was recalled to active
duty. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division. He quickly became known for his courage, compassion,
and unwavering faith.

Kapaun's battalion was heavily engaged in the fighting during the early
months of the war. He often risked his own life to provide medical aid and
spiritual comfort to his wounded comrades. He also led his soldiers in
prayer and helped them to maintain their morale in the face of adversity.

Capture and Imprisonment

On November 2, 1950, Kapaun's battalion was attacked by a large force of
Chinese soldiers. Kapaun was captured along with many of his fellow
soldiers. He was taken to a prison camp in North Korea, where he spent
the next two years.

Conditions in the prison camp were brutal. The prisoners were subjected to
starvation, torture, and disease. Despite the hardships he endured, Kapaun
continued to provide spiritual guidance and comfort to his fellow prisoners.
He also organized educational and recreational activities to help them
maintain their spirits.

Death and Legacy

Kapaun died of pneumonia on May 23, 1951, at the age of 35. He was
buried in a mass grave with 43 other American soldiers. His remains were
later identified and returned to the United States in 1954.

Kapaun's bravery, selflessness, and unwavering faith earned him the
admiration of both his comrades and his captors. He was posthumously



awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military decoration, in
2013. He was also declared a Servant of God by the Catholic Church in
2016, the first step towards sainthood.

Father Emil Kapaun was a true American patriot and a servant of God. His
story is an inspiration to us all. His unwavering faith, selfless devotion, and
heroic actions remind us of the power of the human spirit and the
importance of standing up for what we believe in.

May we never forget the sacrifice of Father Kapaun and the other brave
men and women who have served our country with honor and distinction.

Sources
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