
The Muslim Vanishes: Saeed Naqvi's Poignant
Reflection on Islamophobia in India

Saeed Naqvi's latest book, "The Muslim Vanishes: Encounters with a
disappearing community," is a timely and necessary intervention into the
ongoing discourse on Islamophobia in India. Naqvi, a veteran journalist and
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author, brings his incisive analysis and deep understanding of Indian
society to bear on this complex and troubling issue, offering a nuanced and
thought-provoking examination of the historical roots, social implications,
and urgent need for dialogue and understanding.
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Naqvi begins by tracing the historical evolution of Islamophobia in India,
from its origins in colonial prejudices to its contemporary manifestations in
the rise of Hindu nationalism. He argues that the current climate of fear and
intolerance towards Muslims is not simply a product of religious animosity,
but rather a symptom of a deeper malaise within Indian society: the erosion
of secular values, the rise of sectarian politics, and the growing influence of
social media echo chambers that amplify and reinforce biases.

Naqvi's analysis is particularly valuable for its focus on the lived
experiences of Indian Muslims. Through a series of poignant vignettes, he
documents the daily indignities, discrimination, and violence that Muslims
face in India, from being denied access to housing and employment to
being subjected to physical and verbal abuse. Naqvi's account is both
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heartbreaking and infuriating, but it also serves as a powerful reminder of
the urgent need to address the underlying causes of Islamophobia.

One of the most striking aspects of "The Muslim Vanishes" is Naqvi's
unflinching criticism of the Indian media, which he argues has played a
significant role in perpetuating Islamophobia. Naqvi points to the pervasive
use of hateful and derogatory language against Muslims in the Indian
media, as well as the tendency to portray Muslims as a monolithic and
threatening other. He argues that this media narrative has created a climate
of fear and suspicion that has made it increasingly difficult for Muslims to
live with dignity and security in India.

Naqvi does not shy away from criticizing the Muslim community itself for its
own failures. He argues that Muslims in India have often been too inward-
looking and have failed to engage with the broader Indian society. He also
criticizes the tendency of some Muslim leaders to play the victim card,
which he argues has only alienated other communities and made it more
difficult to build bridges of understanding.

"The Muslim Vanishes" is not a book that offers easy answers or simplistic
solutions to the complex problem of Islamophobia in India. Rather, it is a
thoughtful and provocative examination of the historical, social, and political
factors that have given rise to this phenomenon. Naqvi's book is a must-
read for anyone who is concerned about the future of India and who
believes that dialogue and understanding are essential for building a more
just and equitable society.

In the concluding chapter of "The Muslim Vanishes," Naqvi offers a glimmer
of hope. He argues that the fight against Islamophobia is not a lost cause,



but rather a necessary struggle for the soul of India. He calls on all Indians,
regardless of their religion or political beliefs, to come together and build a
more inclusive and tolerant society. Naqvi's message is one of hope and
defiance, and it is a message that we all need to hear.
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