
The Man in the Red Coat: Unraveling the
Enigma Behind the Most Famous Painting in
the Netherlands
In the heart of Amsterdam's Rijksmuseum, amidst a treasure trove of Dutch
Golden Age masterpieces, hangs an enigmatic portrait that has captivated
art enthusiasts and historians alike for centuries: "The Man in the Red
Coat" by Frans Hals.
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Frans Hals and the Dutch Golden Age

Frans Hals (c. 1582-1666) was a prominent figure in Dutch art during the
17th century, renowned for his bold, expressive brushwork and lively,
almost theatrical portrayal of his subjects.

The Dutch Golden Age, spanning approximately from 1580 to 1672, was a
period of unparalleled economic, political, and cultural prosperity for the
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Netherlands. This era witnessed a flourishing of the arts, and portraiture
became a popular genre, particularly among the emerging middle class.

The Enigma of the Man in Red

Painted around 1626-1628, "The Man in the Red Coat" depicts a life-size,
half-length portrait of an unknown man, dressed in an opulent red doublet.
The subject's identity remains a mystery, though various theories have
been proposed over the years.

One theory suggests that the man is Nicolaes Eliasz van der Borch (1579-
1652),a wealthy merchant and art collector. Another theory links the portrait
to Cornelis Cornelisz van Dalen (1585-1646),a prominent physician and
father-in-law to Nicolaes Eliasz van der Borch.

Artistic Techniques and Style

Hals's mastery of portraiture is evident in "The Man in the Red Coat." The
subject's eyes gaze directly at the viewer, creating an intimate connection.
Hals's dynamic brushwork adds a sense of movement and vitality to the
figure, as if the man were on the verge of stepping out of the frame.

The use of light and shadow further enhances the illusion of three-
dimensionality. The bright red coat is illuminated against a dark
background, while the man's face is softly modeled, revealing subtle
nuances of expression.

Enduring Appeal and Legacy

"The Man in the Red Coat" has become an iconic symbol of Dutch Golden
Age art. It has been widely reproduced and admired, inspiring countless
artists and serving as a benchmark for portraiture.



The painting's enduring appeal lies not only in its artistic excellence but
also in the enigma surrounding its subject. The unknown identity of the man
in red has piqued the curiosity of generations, adding an air of mystery and
fascination to this captivating masterpiece.

Visiting the Man in the Red Coat

To experience the beauty and mystery of "The Man in the Red Coat"
firsthand, visit the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. The painting is a highlight
of the museum's collection and can be found in the Golden Age Gallery.

Additional Resources:

Rijksmuseum: "The Man in the Red Coat" page

Britannica: Frans Hals biography

Khan Academy: Dutch Golden Age Painting
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Chris Hogan: The Everyday Millionaire Who
Shares His Secrets to Financial Success
Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
financial success. He is the author of the bestselling book "Everyday
Millionaires," which has sold over 1...

The True Story of Genius, Betrayal, and
Redemption
In the annals of science, there are countless stories of brilliant minds
whose work has changed the world. But there are also stories of...
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