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Pancho Villa was a peasant farmer who became a military leader during
the Mexican Revolution. He led his troops to victory in numerous battles,
and he was one of the most feared and respected revolutionaries in
Mexico. However, Villa's success was ultimately short-lived. He was
betrayed by his allies and assassinated in 1923.

Early Life

Pancho Villa was born Doroteo Arango on June 5, 1878, in San Juan del
Río, Durango, Mexico. His parents were Agustín Arango and Micaela
Ramírez. Villa's father was a farmer, and his mother was a midwife. Villa
had four brothers and two sisters.

Villa's childhood was marked by poverty and hardship. His father died when
Villa was nine years old, and his mother was forced to work as a servant to
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support the family. Villa left school at a young age to help his mother
support the family. He worked as a farm laborer, a butcher, and a miner.

In 1894, Villa joined the army to fight against the Zapatistas, a rebel group
led by Emiliano Zapata. Villa served in the army for two years, and he rose
to the rank of sergeant. After the Zapatista rebellion was defeated, Villa
returned to Durango.

The Mexican Revolution

In 1910, the Mexican Revolution began. Villa joined the rebel forces led by
Francisco Madero. Villa quickly rose through the ranks of the rebel army,
and he soon became one of Madero's most trusted generals.

Villa's troops were known for their bravery and their ruthlessness. They
fought in numerous battles, and they were responsible for many of the
rebel victories. In 1913, Madero was overthrown and assassinated by
Victoriano Huerta. Villa and his troops continued to fight against Huerta,
and they played a major role in his overthrow in 1914.

After Huerta's overthrow, Villa became the governor of Chihuahua. He ruled
Chihuahua for two years, and he implemented a number of reforms,
including land reform and education reform. However, Villa's rule was also
marked by violence and brutality. He ordered the execution of hundreds of
his opponents, and he was responsible for the deaths of many innocent
civilians.

In 1916, Villa led a raid into the United States. The raid was a disaster, and
it resulted in the deaths of hundreds of American soldiers. The United



States government sent troops into Mexico to pursue Villa, and he was
forced to flee to the mountains.

Villa continued to fight against the Mexican government until 1920. In 1920,
he signed a peace treaty with the government, and he retired to a ranch in
Chihuahua.

Death

Villa was assassinated on July 20, 1923, while driving in Parral, Chihuahua.
He was shot by a group of men who were loyal to the Mexican government.
Villa was 45 years old at the time of his death.

Villa's death was a major blow to the Mexican Revolution. He was one of
the most popular and respected revolutionaries in Mexico, and his death
marked the end of an era.

Legacy

Pancho Villa is a controversial figure in Mexican history. He was a ruthless
and violent man, but he was also a charismatic and popular leader. He
played a major role in the Mexican Revolution, and his death marked the
end of an era.

Villa's legacy is still debated today. Some people view him as a hero, while
others view him as a villain. However, there is no doubt that Villa was a
complex and fascinating figure who played a major role in Mexican history.
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