
The Letters of Willem de Gelder (1910-1913): A
Heritage of Tolerance and Understanding
Willem de Gelder was a Dutch artist who lived from 1871 to 1945. He is
best known for his paintings of the Javanese people and his advocacy for
their rights. His letters, written between 1910 and 1913, provide a unique
insight into his views on art, society, and politics.

De Gelder was a complex and often contradictory figure. He was a devout
Christian who believed in the importance of tolerance and understanding.
However, he was also a strong critic of colonialism and capitalism. He
believed that art could be a powerful force for good in the world, but he also
recognized its potential for abuse.
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De Gelder's letters are a valuable resource for understanding his life and
work. They provide a glimpse into his personal struggles, his artistic
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development, and his political beliefs. They are also a reminder of the
importance of tolerance and understanding in a world that is often divided
by conflict.
De Gelder's Views on Art

De Gelder believed that art should be a force for good in the world. He
wrote, "Art is not a luxury. It is a necessity. It is a way of seeing the world
and understanding our place in it." He believed that art could help people to
understand their own emotions and to connect with others. He also
believed that art could be a powerful tool for social change.

De Gelder was critical of the way that art was often used to promote
colonialism and capitalism. He wrote, "Art should not be used to glorify war
or to promote greed. It should be used to celebrate the beauty of the world
and to promote peace and understanding." He believed that art should be
accessible to everyone, regardless of their social class or economic status.

De Gelder's Views on Society

De Gelder was a strong critic of colonialism. He believed that colonialism
was a system of oppression that denied people their basic human rights.
He wrote, "Colonialism is a crime against humanity. It is a system of
exploitation that benefits the few at the expense of the many." He believed
that colonialism was also a major source of conflict and violence in the
world.

De Gelder was also a critic of capitalism. He believed that capitalism was a
system that created inequality and injustice. He wrote, "Capitalism is a
system that rewards greed and selfishness. It is a system that is based on
the exploitation of the poor." He believed that capitalism was also a major
source of environmental destruction.



De Gelder's Views on Politics

De Gelder was a socialist. He believed that socialism was a system that
could create a more just and equitable world. He wrote, "Socialism is a
system that is based on the principles of cooperation and solidarity. It is a
system that puts the needs of the people first." He believed that socialism
was the only way to end colonialism, capitalism, and war.

De Gelder was also a pacifist. He believed that war was never the answer
to any problem. He wrote, "War is a crime against humanity. It is a
senseless waste of human life." He believed that peace could only be
achieved through dialogue and understanding.

Willem de Gelder was a man of great passion and conviction. He believed
in the power of art to change the world. He was also a strong advocate for
tolerance, understanding, and peace. His letters are a valuable reminder of
the importance of these values in a world that is often divided by conflict.
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