
The Iceman Cometh: Eugene O'Neill's
Masterpiece of Despair and Illusion
Eugene O'Neill's "The Iceman Cometh" is a haunting and unforgettable
play that delves into the depths of human despair and the illusions we cling
to in order to survive. Set in a rundown bar in New York City during the
Great Depression, the play follows a group of alcoholics and down-and-
outers who spend their days drinking and reminiscing about the past.

The play's protagonist is Hickey, a traveling salesman who arrives at the
bar with a mysterious plan to help the others "get a fresh start." Hickey is a
charismatic and persuasive figure, and he quickly gains the trust of the
bar's denizens. However, as Hickey's plan unfolds, it becomes clear that he
is not who he seems, and that his true intentions are far from noble.
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"The Iceman Cometh" is a masterpiece of American drama that explores
the human condition with unflinching honesty and compassion. O'Neill's
characters are flawed and damaged, but they are also deeply human, and

FREE

https://read-ebook-now.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InVHMERIUDVEZEc0YlhaSmRxRDE2WWltKzRqWDZQOGtaT2lOSTFWZHFKN1pZcVBncUJ1eWwyVW5jbHRnRFRVdExnbFk2eTVXeVlkc3Vmd0NOcGcrb1pOSHJqWWNoRUFSQjlpUm5YUVJsQkNjVG9JK2VaVWFoWGtFKzRKSDgzbFhjY0dIUFhvNUFcL3hXcjNLM1U5bitjNEVuSm5VeWd0NEhaSSt4VEZ4RFAxMGM9IiwiaXYiOiJiOWU4YzhkYjFiYjkzMTVhYmJhNmMzYmZhYTQ0MjNjNSIsInMiOiIyNjg2YTcwOTY1YzhlNDkxIn0%3D
https://read-ebook-now.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Im5yYlpQcytVSVl6K1hhTmZtZXBvYUVTWklHZ2lMQ09oRENqNFNCbXlnTTRaQnFoWW05Qm4zcUZacGkybW9YZzBRTkVWQkJLblhBZVYzWGJTaVwvOG1nM09kWUczNnlJRUZMcjFRMWhNdXo0bmNZRzdaY2Nhd3Joa3hpK3dENlwvZW12VENtT3R2K1lnWVwvajFWVHBITzRQMjJcL3h1ZE1CNTJScngxZmppZjFSOUU9IiwiaXYiOiIxMjVkMDBkZTQ3Yjc4ODRhMWZhMzdkNzhhNDk5Y2RlNyIsInMiOiJkN2VhMjBlZDE3MTE4ZjU2In0%3D
https://read-ebook-now.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkhcL1JITnUzcWtFdlFESjg4V1E5TjZnbU96OFBVaDBXbEVtWjQ5SlFNTzJOaGlXckNGVCtPNEpiTGlJbDN5YXFJNlFCU1JjVnltXC85VHQzUkJoZlk3SXZzOWdGcWF5OTBXUkZkRUdQOEFjcjVaazhKRXdNRU12VGxCaHJISlBieFBYQzZySnp6VVRkK2l5UkhVSEVLVTFoY3FDaW1UM1wvWVpHaWpteXRJem9ZST0iLCJpdiI6IjM1ZWZhMDZjZGJhOGY0ZDQyZDdiMTE1NWY4YWQzMWIxIiwicyI6IjRlOTllNzE3NDVhYWEyY2IifQ%3D%3D


their struggles will resonate with anyone who has ever experienced despair
or the loss of hope.

The Themes of "The Iceman Cometh"

The play's central theme is the theme of despair. The characters in "The
Iceman Cometh" are all living in a state of despair, and they have all lost
hope for the future. They spend their days drinking and talking about the
past, but they are unable to escape the present. They are trapped in their
own misery, and they are unable to move on.

Another important theme in the play is the theme of illusion. The characters
in "The Iceman Cometh" all have their own illusions about the past and
about the future. They believe that things were better in the past, and they
believe that things will be better in the future. They cling to these illusions in
order to avoid facing the harsh reality of the present. However, these
illusions are ultimately shattered, and the characters are left with nothing
but despair.

Finally, the play also explores the theme of the human condition. O'Neill's
characters are all flawed and damaged, but they are also deeply human.
They are all struggling to find meaning in their lives, and they are all trying
to find a way to escape the pain of existence. O'Neill's play is a
compassionate and understanding portrayal of the human condition, and it
shows that even in the darkest of times, there is still hope for redemption.

The Characters in "The Iceman Cometh"

The characters in "The Iceman Cometh" are some of the most memorable
and complex characters in American drama. Each character is fully realized
and developed, and they all have their own unique stories and motivations.



The protagonist of the play is Hickey, a traveling salesman who arrives at
the bar with a mysterious plan to help the others "get a fresh start." Hickey
is a charismatic and persuasive figure, and he quickly gains the trust of the
bar's denizens. However, as Hickey's plan unfolds, it becomes clear that he
is not who he seems, and that his true intentions are far from noble.

Other notable characters in the play include Larry, the bartender; Parritt, a
former anarchist; Wetjoen, a former newspaperman; McGloin, a former
policeman; and Chuck Morello, a young man who is trying to escape the
bar's influence. These characters are all fully developed and complex, and
they all have their own unique stories and motivations.

The Setting of "The Iceman Cometh"

The setting of "The Iceman Cometh" is a rundown bar in New York City
during the Great Depression. The bar is a place where people go to drink
and forget their troubles. It is a place where people go to escape the harsh
reality of the outside world. The bar is a microcosm of the world outside,
and it reflects the despair and hopelessness of the time period.

The bar is a dark and dreary place, and it is filled with the sounds of
laughter and despair. The characters in the play spend their days drinking
and talking about the past. They are all trying to escape the present, but
they are unable to do so. The bar is a prison, and the characters are
trapped inside.

The Symbolism of "The Iceman Cometh"

"The Iceman Cometh" is a play that is rich in symbolism. The play's title
refers to the iceman who comes to the bar to deliver ice for the drinks. The
iceman is a symbol of death, and he represents the inevitability of death.



The iceman also represents the cold and unforgiving nature of the outside
world.

Another important symbol in the play is the pipe dream. The characters in
the play all have their own pipe dreams, and they all believe that these pipe
dreams will save them from their despair. However, these pipe dreams are
ultimately shattered, and the characters are left with nothing but despair.

The Legacy of "The Iceman Cometh"

"The Iceman Cometh" is a classic of American drama. The play has been
performed countless times around the world, and it has been adapted into
several films and television productions. The play's themes of despair,
illusion, and the human condition continue to resonate with audiences
today.

"The Iceman Cometh" is a powerful and moving play that will stay with you
long after you have seen it. The play is a masterpiece of American drama,
and it is a must-see for anyone who is interested in the human condition.
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