
The Heartbreaking Story of One Family
Abandoned to the Holocaust

A Family's Fate

In the vibrant city of Vienna, amidst the grandeur of the Habsburg Empire,
a Jewish family named the Cohens lived a life of comfort and prosperity.
The father, Isaac, was a successful businessman, and the mother, Sarah, a
devoted homemaker. Their three children, Miriam (10),Benjamin (7),and
David (5),brought joy and laughter to their home.

However, the dark clouds of Nazi Germany began to gather on the horizon.
As anti-Semitism intensified and discriminatory laws were passed, the
Cohen family realized the precariousness of their existence. Fear gnawed
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at their hearts as they witnessed the rise of hatred and violence against
their people.

And The World Closed Its Doors: The Story Of One
Family Abandoned To The Holocaust by David Clay Large

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3401 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 314 pages

In 1938, Austria was annexed by Nazi Germany, and the persecution of
Jews escalated. The Cohens' world crumbled around them. Their property
was seized, and they were forced into an overcrowded ghetto. Hunger and
disease ravaged their bodies, but it was the constant fear that consumed
their minds.

As the Nazi regime's grip tightened, the deportations to concentration
camps began. In 1942, the Cohen family received the dreaded notice
ordering them to report to the assembly point. With trembling hands and
heavy hearts, they bid farewell to their home and the city they had once
loved.

The Horrors of Auschwitz

The Cohens were transported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest and most
notorious Nazi death camp. Upon arrival, they were subjected to a cruel
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and dehumanizing selection process. Isaac and Sarah were sent to the gas
chambers, their lives extinguished in an instant.

Miriam, Benjamin, and David clung to the flickering hope of survival. They
were assigned to forced labor in the camp, where they toiled day and night
under the watchful eyes of Nazi guards. The children witnessed
unspeakable horrors, the emaciated faces and broken bodies of fellow
prisoners, the constant threat of violence and death.

A Flicker of Hope in Bergen-Belsen

In 1945, as the Soviet army approached Auschwitz, the Nazi guards
abandoned the camp. The prisoners were left to fend for themselves, their
bodies ravaged by starvation and disease. Miraculously, Miriam, Benjamin,
and David managed to survive the chaos and the death march that
followed.

They were liberated by British troops and taken to the Bergen-Belsen
displaced persons camp. There, they received medical attention and a
glimmer of hope for a future beyond the horrors they had endured.

Rebuilding Shattered Lives

The end of the war brought both relief and profound loss for the Cohen
siblings. They had lost their parents and countless other family members.
Their childhood had been stolen, replaced by memories of unspeakable
suffering.

Yet, amidst the ruins, they found the strength to rebuild their shattered lives.
Miriam, now a young woman, became a nurse, dedicating her life to caring
for others. Benjamin, driven by a thirst for knowledge, pursued his



education and became a respected historian, sharing the lessons of the
Holocaust with the world.

David, the youngest of the siblings, carried the scars of his childhood
throughout his life. He struggled with mental health issues and the guilt of
having survived while so many others perished. But he found solace in his
family and the love of his wife and children.

Legacy of Loss and Resilience

The Cohen family's story is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit
in the face of unimaginable adversity. They endured unspeakable horrors,
yet they emerged from the darkness with a determination to live and to
honor the memory of those they lost.

Their story serves as a poignant reminder of the horrors of the Holocaust
and the importance of fighting against hatred and intolerance in all its
forms. It is a story of tragedy, loss, and the indomitable spirit that can
triumph over even the darkest of times.

As we remember the victims of the Holocaust and honor the survivors, let
us pledge to create a world where every person is treated with dignity and
respect, regardless of their race, religion, or any other difference.
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