
The Grand Old Man Of Maine: The Enduring
Legacy of Senator William Pierce Frye

In the annals of American politics, few figures have left an enduring mark
on their state and nation like William Pierre Frye. Known affectionately as
the "Grand Old Man of Maine," Frye served in the United States Senate for
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nearly four decades, shaping the course of history and leaving an indelible
legacy on the political landscape of the country.
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Early Life and Career

William Pierce Frye was born in Lewiston, Maine, on September 2, 1831.
Raised in humble circumstances, he displayed a keen intellect and a
passion for education from a young age. After graduating from Bown
College in 1850, Frye embarked on a career in law, quickly establishing
himself as a skilled advocate and respected community leader.

Frye's foray into politics began in the Maine House of Representatives,
where he served from 1859 to 1861. His eloquence and unwavering
principles caught the attention of voters and fellow lawmakers, propelling
him to the United States Congress in 1862.

Congressional Career
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Frye's tenure in the House of Representatives spanned fourteen years,
during which time he emerged as a leading figure in the Republican Party.
His astute understanding of finance and fiscal policy earned him a seat on
the influential Ways and Means Committee, where he played a pivotal role
in shaping national economic policies.

In 1881, Frye was elected to the United States Senate, where he would
serve for the next thirty-seven years. As a senator, he became known for
his sharp intellect, legislative prowess, and unwavering commitment to the
interests of his constituents.

Frye's long and distinguished career in the Senate was marked by
numerous achievements. He served as chairman of the Committee on
Appropriations for over two decades, shaping the federal budget and
allocating funds to critical national projects. At various times, he also held
the positions of President pro tempore of the Senate and Dean of the
Senate, reflecting his leadership and seniority within the institution.

Foreign Policy and Diplomacy

Beyond domestic affairs, Frye played a significant role in shaping American
foreign policy. He was a staunch advocate for expansionism, believing in
the United States' manifest destiny to extend its influence and control in the
world. As chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, he played a pivotal
role in the acquisition of the Philippines and the construction of the Panama
Canal, two developments that significantly expanded American power and
global reach.

Frye's diplomatic efforts were not limited to Latin America and the Pacific.
He also played a key role in resolving the Venezuela Crisis of 1895 and



was instrumental in negotiating the Treaty of Paris, which ended the
Spanish-American War and established the United States as a major
player in global affairs.

The Grand Old Man

Over the course of his long and illustrious career, William Pierce Frye
earned the sobriquet "Grand Old Man of Maine." This moniker reflected his
seniority, wisdom, and principled character. He became a symbol of
Maine's political influence and a respected elder statesman within the
Republican Party.

Frye's influence extended beyond politics. He was an avid supporter of
education and culture, serving as a trustee of Bown College and the Maine
Historical Society. He was also a devout Methodist and actively involved in
religious and charitable organizations.

Legacy and Impact

William Pierce Frye died in Lewiston, Maine, on August 8, 1911, at the age
of 80. His passing marked the end of an era in Maine and American
politics. His legacy continues to resonate, however, in the institutions he
helped shape and the policies he advocated for.

The William Pierce Frye Federal Building and United States Courthouse in
Portland, Maine, stands as a testament to his long and distinguished
career. The Frye Building houses the offices of federal agencies and the
U.S. District Court for the District of Maine.

In Washington, D.C., Frye's influence is reflected in the naming of
Fryeburg, a neighborhood in Southwest Washington, D.C. This vibrant and



diverse community, located near the National Mall, is a fitting tribute to the
Grand Old Man of Maine.

William Pierce Frye was a towering figure in American politics, a statesman
who left an enduring mark on the nation's history. His legacy as the "Grand
Old Man of Maine" reflects his wisdom, principled character, and
unwavering commitment to the interests of his constituents. Frye's
contributions to domestic and foreign policy, his support for education and
culture, and his dedication to public service continue to inspire generations
of Americans.
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