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## The Faith Of Christopher Hitchens: A Complex and Evolving Journey

Christopher Hitchens was an English author, journalist, orator, and
literary critic. He was known for his sharp wit, his incisive criticism of
religion, and his passionate defense of free speech. Hitchens was a
controversial figure, but he was also a brilliant writer and thinker. His death
in 2011 was a great loss to the world of literature and journalism.
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Hitchens was born in Portsmouth, England, in 1949. He was the son of a
Royal Navy officer and a schoolteacher. Hitchens was raised in an Anglican
household, but he lost his faith in God at a young age. He attended Oxford
University, where he studied English literature. After graduating from
Oxford, Hitchens worked as a journalist for various publications, including
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The New Statesman, The Independent, and Vanity Fair. He also wrote
several books, including _The Missionary Position: Mother Teresa in
Theory and Practice_ (1995) and _God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons
Everything_ (2007).

Hitchens was a vocal critic of religion. He argued that religion is a
dangerous and irrational force that has led to much suffering throughout
history. He also criticized the hypocrisy of many religious leaders.
Hitchens's views on religion were controversial, but they were also widely
respected. He was often invited to speak at universities and other public
forums, and his books were widely read.

In addition to his criticism of religion, Hitchens was also a passionate
defender of free speech. He believed that everyone has the right to express
their opinions, even if those opinions are offensive or unpopular. Hitchens
was a staunch defender of the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution, which protects freedom of speech. He argued that free
speech is essential for a free and democratic society.

Hitchens's views on religion and free speech were often controversial, but
they were also widely respected. He was a brilliant writer and thinker, and
his death was a great loss to the world of literature and journalism.

## Hitchens's Faith Journey

Hitchens was raised in an Anglican household, but he lost his faith in God
at a young age. He was influenced by the writings of philosophers such as
Bertrand Russell and Friedrich Nietzsche. Hitchens argued that religion is a
dangerous and irrational force that has led to much suffering throughout
history. He also criticized the hypocrisy of many religious leaders.



However, Hitchens's views on religion evolved over time. In his later years,
he became more open to the possibility of a spiritual reality. He said that he
was not an atheist, but rather an agnostic. He believed that it is impossible
to know for sure whether or not God exists. Hitchens also said that he was
open to the possibility of a life after death.

Hitchens's faith journey was complex and evolving. He was a brilliant writer
and thinker, and his views on religion were always thought-provoking. Even
though Hitchens was a critic of religion, he was also a seeker of truth. He
was always open to new ideas, and he was willing to change his mind if he
found evidence that contradicted his beliefs.

## Hitchens's Legacy

Hitchens was a controversial figure, but he was also a brilliant writer and
thinker. His death in 2011 was a great loss to the world of literature and
journalism. Hitchens's legacy will live on through his writings and his
passionate defense of free speech.

Hitchens was a fearless defender of free speech. He believed that
everyone has the right to express their opinions, even if those opinions are
offensive or unpopular. Hitchens's defense of free speech is especially
important in today's world, where there is a growing trend towards
censorship and suppression of dissent.

Hitchens was also a brilliant writer. He had a gift for expressing complex
ideas in a clear and concise way. Hitchens's writing is full of wit, insight,
and passion. He was a master of the English language, and his writing will
continue to be read and enjoyed for many years to come.



Christopher Hitchens was a complex and fascinating figure. He was a
brilliant writer, a passionate defender of free speech, and a seeker of truth.
His legacy will live on through his writings and his impact on the world of
literature and journalism.
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A portrait of Christopher Hitchens, a controversial English author, journalist,
orator, and literary critic who was a vocal critic of religion and a passionate
defender of free speech.
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