
The Emigrant Fight For Freedom: A Century of
Resistance and Resilience

The fight for freedom is a timeless struggle that has been waged by people
throughout history. For emigrants, this fight has taken on a unique form, as
they have had to struggle not only for their own freedom, but also for the
freedom of their future generations.
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The history of the emigrant fight for freedom is a long and complex one,
dating back to the first wave of European immigration to the United States
in the 19th century. These immigrants came to America seeking a new life,
free from the oppression and persecution they had faced in their home
countries. However, they soon discovered that the United States was not
always the land of opportunity they had hoped for.

In the early 20th century, immigrants faced a number of challenges,
including discrimination, poverty, and violence. They were often forced to
live in overcrowded and unsanitary slums, and they were often denied
access to education, employment, and housing. In addition, they were
frequently the targets of discrimination and violence from native-born
Americans.

Despite these challenges, immigrants continued to fight for their freedom.
They organized labor unions, fought for civil rights, and worked to improve
their living conditions. Their efforts eventually led to a number of important
reforms, including the passage of the Immigration Act of 1965, which
abolished the national origins quotas that had long discriminated against
immigrants from certain countries.

The fight for freedom is an ongoing one, and immigrants continue to face
challenges today. However, the progress that has been made over the past
century is a testament to the strength and resilience of the human spirit.
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The Early Years: 1840-1920

The first wave of European immigration to the United States began in the
1840s, and it continued until the outbreak of World War I in 1914. During
this period, over 30 million people came to America seeking a new life. The
majority of these immigrants came from Germany, Ireland, Italy, and
Scandinavia.

These immigrants came to America for a variety of reasons. Some were
fleeing religious persecution, while others were seeking economic
opportunity. Still others were simply looking for a new beginning. No matter
what their reasons for coming to America, these immigrants faced a
number of challenges.

One of the biggest challenges that immigrants faced was discrimination.
Native-born Americans often viewed immigrants as being inferior, and they
were frequently treated as second-class citizens. Immigrants were often
denied access to education, employment, and housing. They were also
frequently the targets of violence from native-born Americans.

Despite these challenges, immigrants continued to come to America. They
were drawn by the promise of a new life, and they were determined to
make a better future for themselves and their families. Immigrants
organized labor unions, fought for civil rights, and worked to improve their
living conditions. Their efforts eventually led to a number of important
reforms, including the passage of the Immigration Act of 1882, which
restricted Chinese immigration, and the Immigration Act of 1903, which
established literacy requirements for immigrants.

The Roaring Twenties: 1920-1929



The Roaring Twenties was a time of great economic prosperity in the
United States. However, it was also a time of increasing immigration
restrictions. In 1921, Congress passed the Emergency Quota Act, which
limited the number of immigrants who could enter the United States from
each country to 3% of the number of people from that country who were
already living in the United States. This act effectively ended mass
immigration from Europe.

The Emergency Quota Act was followed by a number of other restrictive
immigration laws, including the Immigration Act of 1924, which established
a national origins quota system. This system favored immigrants from
Northern and Western Europe over immigrants from Southern and Eastern
Europe.

The restrictive immigration laws of the 1920s had a significant impact on
the lives of immigrants. They made it more difficult for immigrants to come
to America, and they made it more difficult for those who were already here
to become citizens. The restrictive immigration laws also led to a decline in
the number of immigrants coming to America.

The Great Depression: 1929-1939

The Great Depression was a global economic crisis that began in the
United States in 1929. The Depression had a devastating impact on the
United States, and it led to a sharp decline in immigration. In 1930, only
241,700 immigrants were admitted to the United States, down from a peak
of 1,285,349 in 1914.

The Depression also led to a rise in anti-immigrant sentiment in the United
States. Native-born Americans began to blame immigrants for the country's



economic problems. This led to a number of anti-immigrant laws, including
the Immigration Act of 1932, which required all immigrants to register with
the government and pay a $10 fee.

The anti-immigrant sentiment of the 1930s reached its peak with the
passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. This act barred all Chinese
immigrants from entering the United States for ten years. The Chinese
Exclusion Act was the most restrictive immigration law in American history.

World War II and the Cold War: 1940-1991

The outbreak of World War II in 1941 had a significant impact on
immigration to the United States. The United States entered the war on the
side of the Allies, and it needed a large number of workers to support its
war effort. This led to a temporary easing of immigration restrictions.

After the war, the United States faced a new threat in the form of the Soviet
Union. The Cold War was a period of intense political and military
competition between the United States and the Soviet Union. The Cold War
led to a new wave of immigration to the United States, as people from
Eastern Europe and other communist countries sought refuge from
oppression.

The United States government welcomed these immigrants as refugees,
and it passed a number of laws to make it easier for them to come to the
United States. The Refugee Relief Act of 1953 allowed 214,000 refugees to
enter the United States, and the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965
abolished the national origins quotas that had long discriminated against
immigrants from certain countries.



The Post-Cold War Era: 1992-Present

The end of the Cold War in 1991 led to a decline in immigration to the
United States. However, the United States continues to be a destination for
immigrants from all over the world. In 2019, over 1 million immigrants were
admitted to the United States.

The post-Cold War era has also seen a number of new challenges for
immigrants. The September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks led to a crackdown
on immigration, and the Trump administration has taken a number of steps
to make it more difficult for immigrants to enter the United States and
become citizens.

Despite these challenges, immigrants continue to come to America seeking
a new life. They are drawn by the promise of a better future, and they are
determined to make a positive contribution to their new country.

The fight for freedom is an ongoing one, and immigrants continue to face
challenges today. However, the progress that has been made over the past
century is a
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