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Sins Invalid is a groundbreaking disability justice collective that uses art
and activism to amplify the voices of disabled people and challenge
societal norms. Founded in 1997 in San Francisco by disabled artists Patty
Berne and Leroy Moore Jr., Sins Invalid has become a leading force in the
disability rights movement, using their performances, exhibitions, and
publications to raise awareness about the experiences and perspectives of
disabled people.

Disability Justice

Disability justice is a framework that centers the voices and experiences of
disabled people, particularly those who are marginalized due to their race,
gender, class, or other intersecting identities. Disability justice activists
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argue that disability is not a medical condition or individual deficit, but
rather a social construct that oppresses and devalues disabled people.

Sins Invalid's work is deeply rooted in disability justice principles. Their
performances and exhibitions challenge dominant narratives about
disability, showcasing the diversity and complexity of disabled people's
lives. They also work to create accessible and inclusive spaces for disabled
artists and audiences.

Art Activism

Sins Invalid uses art as a powerful tool for social change. Their
performances often combine spoken word, music, dance, and visual art to
create immersive and thought-provoking experiences. Their exhibitions
have been shown in museums, galleries, and community centers around
the world, bringing disability justice issues to a wider audience.

In addition to their artistic work, Sins Invalid is also involved in political
activism. They have organized protests, testified before legislative bodies,
and advocated for policies that support disabled people. They have also
played a key role in the development of the disability justice movement,
helping to shape its principles and agenda.

Intersectionality

One of the most important aspects of Sins Invalid's work is their emphasis
on intersectionality. They recognize that disabled people experience
multiple forms of oppression, and that their experiences cannot be
understood in isolation from other social identities. Sins Invalid's
performances and exhibitions often explore the intersections of disability
with race, gender, class, sexuality, and other marginalized identities.



For example, their performance "Crip Creep" features disabled women of
color performing original songs and spoken word pieces that explore the
experiences of disability and racism. Their exhibition "The Disability Justice
Primer" includes a section on "Intersectional Disability Justice," which
discusses the ways in which multiple forms of oppression intersect to
create unique challenges for disabled people.

Impact

Sins Invalid's work has had a profound impact on the disability rights
movement and on the broader social justice movement. Their art has
helped to raise awareness about disability justice issues, challenge
stereotypes, and empower disabled people. Their activism has helped to
shape policies and create change at the local, state, and national levels.

Sins Invalid is a powerful example of how art and activism can be used to
create social change. Their work has inspired countless disabled people to
speak out against injustice and demand their rights. They have also helped
to create a more inclusive and just society for all.

Sins Invalid is a vital voice in the disability justice movement. Their art and
activism challenge norms, empower marginalized bodies, and create social
change. They are an inspiration to all who believe in a more just and
equitable world.

Further Reading

Sins Invalid website

Disability Visibility: First-Person Stories from the Twenty-First Century
by Alice Wong



Crip Theory: Cultural Studies of Disability by Robert McRuer
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