
The Chief Scientist's Recollections of the
American North Pole Expedition of 1871-73
By George Emory Tyson

The American North Pole Expedition of 1871-73 was a daring attempt to
reach the North Pole by ship. The expedition was led by Captain Charles
Francis Hall, a renowned Arctic explorer. The chief scientist on the
expedition was George Emory Tyson, a skilled navigator and scientist.
Tyson kept a detailed journal of the expedition, which provides a fascinating
account of the challenges and hardships faced by the crew.

The expedition departed from New York City on July 3, 1871. The ship, the
USS Polaris, was a sturdy whaling vessel that had been outfitted for Arctic
exploration. The crew consisted of 31 men, including Hall, Tyson, and a
team of scientists and sailors.
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The Polaris sailed north along the coast of Greenland, then turned east into
Baffin Bay. The ship encountered heavy ice pack, and progress was slow.
On September 1, 1871, the Polaris became trapped in the ice near the
coast of Northumberland Island, Canada. The crew was forced to spend
the winter on the ship, which was drifting northward with the ice pack.

During the winter, the crew suffered from extreme cold, scurvy, and other
illnesses. Hall died on November 8, 1871, from a stroke. Tyson became the
leader of the expedition, and he managed to keep the crew alive through
the long winter months.

In the spring of 1872, the Polaris was released from the ice pack and
began its journey back to the United States. However, the ship was caught
in a storm and was crushed by ice on October 12, 1872. The crew was
forced to abandon ship and take to the ice floes. Nineteen of the crew
members, including Tyson, survived the ordeal and were rescued by a
whaling vessel.

Tyson's journal of the expedition provides a firsthand account of the
challenges and hardships faced by the crew. He describes the extreme
cold, the dangers of ice navigation, and the illnesses that plagued the crew.
He also provides insights into the personalities of the crew members and
the leadership of Captain Hall.

The American North Pole Expedition of 1871-73 was a tragic failure, but it
also provided valuable lessons about Arctic exploration. Tyson's journal is
an important historical document that sheds light on the challenges and
Gefahren of Arctic exploration.

The Challenges of Arctic Exploration



The Arctic is one of the most hostile environments on Earth. The extreme
cold, the ice pack, and the lack of resources make it a difficult place to
survive. Arctic explorers face a number of challenges, including:

Extreme cold: Temperatures in the Arctic can drop to as low as -50
degrees Fahrenheit. This extreme cold can cause frostbite,
hypothermia, and other health problems.

Ice pack: The Arctic is covered in ice pack, which can make navigation
difficult and dangerous. Ships can become trapped in the ice pack for
months, and crew members can be forced to abandon ship and take to
the ice floes.

Lack of resources: The Arctic is a vast and desolate place. There are
few resources available, and food and supplies can be difficult to
obtain.

Wildlife: The Arctic is home to a variety of wildlife, including polar
bears, walruses, and seals. These animals can be dangerous, and
they can pose a threat to Arctic explorers.

The Importance of Arctic Exploration

Despite the challenges, Arctic exploration is important for a number of
reasons. The Arctic is home to a unique environment that is changing
rapidly due to climate change. Arctic exploration helps us to understand
these changes and their impact on the global climate.

Arctic exploration also helps us to learn more about the history of our
planet. The Arctic was once home to a number of different civilizations, and
their remains can provide us with valuable insights into the past.



Finally, Arctic exploration is a challenge that inspires us to push the limits of
human endurance. It is a reminder that anything is possible if we are willing
to work hard and never give up.

The American North Pole Expedition of 1871-73 was a tragic failure, but it
also provided valuable lessons about Arctic exploration. Tyson's journal of
the expedition is an important historical document that sheds light on the
challenges and Gefahren of Arctic exploration. Arctic exploration is
important for a number of reasons, and it is a challenge that inspires us to
push the limits of human endurance.
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