
The American Empire and the Canadian Oil
Sands: A Critical Analysis of the Role of the
United States in the Development of the
Canadian Tar Sands
The development of the Canadian oil sands, often referred to as the tar
sands, has been a controversial issue for decades. The oil sands are a vast
deposit of bitumen, a heavy, viscous form of crude oil, located in the
province of Alberta. The United States has been a major player in the
development of the oil sands, providing both investment and technology.
This article will provide a critical analysis of the role of the United States in
the development of the Canadian oil sands, examining the economic,
environmental, and social implications of this resource extraction project.
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Economic Implications

The development of the oil sands has had a significant impact on the
Canadian economy. The project has created jobs, boosted economic
growth, and generated tax revenue. However, there are also concerns
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about the economic sustainability of the oil sands. The oil sands are a
capital-intensive project, and the cost of production is high. This makes the
oil sands vulnerable to fluctuations in the price of oil. Additionally, the oil
sands are a finite resource, and there are concerns about the long-term
economic viability of the project.

The United States has been a major beneficiary of the development of the
oil sands. U.S. companies have invested billions of dollars in the project,
and U.S. workers have been employed in the construction and operation of
the oil sands mines. Additionally, the United States has imported millions of
barrels of oil from Canada, which has helped to reduce U.S. dependence
on foreign oil.

Environmental Implications

The development of the oil sands has also had a significant impact on the
environment. The oil sands are located in a boreal forest ecosystem, which
is home to a variety of plants and animals. The mining of the oil sands has
resulted in the destruction of habitat, the pollution of water and air, and the
release of greenhouse gases. Additionally, the oil sands are a major source
of carbon emissions, which contribute to climate change.

The United States has played a role in the environmental impacts of the oil
sands. U.S. companies have been involved in the mining and
transportation of oil sands, and U.S. consumers have purchased oil from
Canada. Additionally, the United States has not taken strong action to
reduce its own greenhouse gas emissions, which has contributed to climate
change and the negative impacts of the oil sands.

Social Implications



The development of the oil sands has also had a significant impact on the
social fabric of Canada. The influx of workers into the oil sands region has
led to increased social problems, such as crime, prostitution, and drug use.
Additionally, the development of the oil sands has put a strain on the
resources of local communities, such as housing and healthcare.

The United States has played a role in the social impacts of the oil sands.
U.S. companies have been involved in the construction and operation of
the oil sands mines, and U.S. workers have been employed in the project.
Additionally, the United States has imported millions of barrels of oil from
Canada, which has helped to drive up the demand for oil sands
development.

The development of the Canadian oil sands is a complex issue with
significant economic, environmental, and social implications. The United
States has played a major role in the development of the oil sands,
providing both investment and technology. While the oil sands have
benefited the U.S. economy, they have also had negative impacts on the
environment and the social fabric of Canada. The United States must
carefully consider the costs and benefits of the oil sands before making
further investments in this project.
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