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In the annals of baseball history, where legends intertwine with
unforgettable characters, there exists a realm of captivating tales that have
been passed down through generations. These stories, often shrouded in
myth and exaggeration, offer a tantalizing glimpse into the eccentric
personalities and curious customs that have shaped the beloved game.

One such collection of captivating narratives is "Tall Tales From The
Backroom Of Jimmy Kelly," a literary masterpiece penned by baseball
historian Robert Creamer. Published in 1962, this extraordinary work
delves into the enigmatic world of baseball's backrooms, where players,
coaches, and managers gathered to unwind, share stories, and indulge in a
bit of good-natured ribbing.
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Jimmy Kelly's saloon, located in the heart of New York City, served as a
sanctuary for these colorful characters, providing a stage for some of the
most unforgettable tales in baseball lore.

Eccentric Personalities and Amusing Anecdotes

Among the many eccentric personalities who frequented Jimmy Kelly's
establishment was "Three-Finger" Brown, a legendary pitcher known for his
unique delivery and fiery temper. According to one tale, Brown once
became so enraged after being called out on strikes that he hurled his
glove at the umpire, striking him square in the chest. The incident resulted
in Brown being ejected from the game, but it also cemented his reputation
as one of baseball's most colorful characters.

Another memorable figure who graced Jimmy Kelly's backroom was Casey
Stengel, the legendary manager of the New York Yankees. Known for his
malapropisms and eccentric behavior, Stengel once famously said, "The
secret of managing is to keep the five guys who hate you away from the
four guys who haven't made up their minds." Stengel's witty remarks and
unique managerial style made him a beloved figure in baseball, and his
stories from the backroom continue to entertain fans to this day.

Unforgettable Stories and Baseball Folklore

Beyond the amusing anecdotes and eccentric characters, "Tall Tales From
The Backroom Of Jimmy Kelly" also delves into the rich folklore of baseball.
These stories, often passed down through generations, provide a glimpse
into the superstitions, rituals, and beliefs that have shaped the game.

One such tale involves the legendary Babe Ruth, who is said to have once
hit a ball so hard that it left the stadium and landed in the Hudson River.



While the veracity of this story is questionable, it nonetheless speaks to the
larger-than-life persona of Ruth and the enduring power of baseball
folklore.

A Literary Masterpiece and Historical Treasure

"Tall Tales From The Backroom Of Jimmy Kelly" is more than just a
collection of amusing anecdotes and curious characters. It is a literary
masterpiece that captures the essence of baseball's rich history and the
unforgettable personalities who have shaped the game.

Through its captivating narratives and engaging storytelling, Creamer's
work provides a unique window into the enigmatic world of baseball's
backrooms. It is a must-read for any fan of the game, offering a glimpse
into the hidden world where legends are born and unforgettable stories are
woven.

In the tapestry of baseball history, "Tall Tales From The Backroom Of
Jimmy Kelly" stands as a testament to the enduring power of storytelling.
Through its captivating narratives and unforgettable characters, it invites
readers to delve into the enigmatic world of baseball's past, where
eccentricity, humor, and folklore intertwine to create a rich and enduring
legacy.

Whether you're a seasoned baseball aficionado or a newcomer to the
game's rich history, "Tall Tales From The Backroom Of Jimmy Kelly" is a
literary treasure that will captivate your imagination and leave you with a
newfound appreciation for the curious characters and unforgettable stories
that have shaped the beloved sport of baseball.
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