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Discover the remarkable stories of scientists and conservationists who
have dedicated their lives to studying and protecting our closest living
relatives, the great apes.

The Great Apes: Our Closest Living Relatives

The great apes are a group of primates that includes chimpanzees,
bonobos, gorillas, and orangutans. They are our closest living relatives,
sharing over 98% of our DNA. Great apes are highly intelligent, social
animals that live in complex societies. They are also critically endangered,
with all species facing threats from habitat loss, poaching, and disease.

Studying the Great Apes
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Scientists have been studying great apes for decades, learning about their
behavior, ecology, and genetics. This research has provided us with a
wealth of knowledge about our own species, as well as the evolutionary
history of primates.

One of the most famous great ape researchers is Jane Goodall. Goodall
began studying chimpanzees in Tanzania in the 1960s, and her work has
revolutionized our understanding of these animals. Goodall's research has
shown that chimpanzees are capable of complex emotions, such as love,
grief, and empathy. She has also documented their use of tools, their
hunting and foraging behavior, and their social interactions.

Other scientists have studied great apes in the wild and in captivity. This
research has helped us to understand the great apes' cognitive abilities,
their communication methods, and their reproductive behavior.

Saving the Great Apes

All species of great apes are critically endangered. Habitat loss is the
greatest threat to great apes, as their forests are being cleared for logging,
agriculture, and mining. Poaching is another major threat, as great apes
are hunted for their meat, fur, and infants. Disease is also a threat to great
apes, as they are susceptible to human diseases such as measles and
Ebola.

Conservationists are working to save great apes by protecting their
habitats, combating poaching, and educating people about the importance
of these animals.



One of the most successful conservation programs for great apes is the
Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund. Founded in 1978 by Dian Fossey, the fund
works to protect gorillas in the Virunga Mountains of Rwanda. The fund has
established a network of rangers who patrol the gorillas' habitat, track their
movements, and provide them with veterinary care.

Other conservation organizations are working to protect great apes in other
parts of the world. The Jane Goodall Institute works to protect chimpanzees
in Tanzania, while the Orangutan Foundation International works to protect
orangutans in Indonesia.

The Future of Great Apes

The future of great apes is uncertain. Habitat loss, poaching, and disease
continue to pose major threats to these animals. However, conservationists
are working hard to protect great apes and their habitats.

We can all help to save great apes by supporting conservation
organizations, reducing our consumption of products that contribute to
deforestation, and educating others about the importance of great apes.

The great apes are our closest living relatives, and they are facing a
serious threat of extinction. Scientists and conservationists are working
hard to study and protect these animals, but they need our help. We can all
play a role in saving great apes by supporting conservation organizations,
reducing our consumption of products that contribute to deforestation, and
educating others about the importance of these animals.

Great Apes Conservation



Jane Goodall Institute

Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund

Orangutan Foundation International
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