
Step Towards Systematic Trading: A
Beginner's Guide to Algorithmic Trading
Systematic trading, also known as algorithmic trading, is a data-driven
approach to trading financial instruments. It involves using computer
algorithms to analyze market data and make trading decisions based on
predefined rules.
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Systematic trading offers several advantages over discretionary trading,
which relies on human judgment. Algorithms can process vast amounts of
data quickly and objectively, removing the emotional biases that can cloud
human decision-making.

In this article, we will provide a comprehensive guide to systematic trading,
covering the basics of algorithmic trading, backtesting, optimization, and
risk management. Whether you are a beginner looking to automate your
trading strategies or an experienced trader seeking to enhance your
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decision-making process, this guide will provide you with the knowledge
and tools you need to get started with systematic trading.

Algorithmic Trading

Algorithmic trading is the use of computer algorithms to execute trades in
financial markets. Algorithms are sets of instructions that tell the computer
what to do when certain conditions are met. In algorithmic trading, these
conditions are typically based on technical indicators, such as moving
averages, Bollinger Bands, and relative strength index (RSI).

Algorithmic trading offers several advantages over manual trading. First, it
allows traders to trade faster and more efficiently. Computers can execute
trades in a matter of seconds or even milliseconds, which would be
impossible for a human trader to do manually.

Second, algorithmic trading removes the emotional biases that can cloud
human decision-making. When traders make trades based on emotion,
they are more likely to make impulsive decisions that result in losses.
Algorithms, on the other hand, are objective and unemotional, and they will
only execute trades when the conditions specified in the algorithm are met.

Third, algorithmic trading can be used to automate trading strategies. This
means that traders can create a set of rules that define how their trading
strategy will work, and then the algorithm will automatically execute trades
based on those rules.

Backtesting

Backtesting is a process of testing a trading strategy on historical data to
see how it would have performed in the past. Backtesting is essential for



evaluating the profitability and robustness of a trading strategy before
trading it in real time.

There are a number of different factors to consider when backtesting a
trading strategy, including:

The data used for backtesting

The timeframe of the backtest

The trading costs

The performance metrics

It is important to note that backtesting is not a guarantee of future
performance. However, it can provide valuable insights into the potential
profitability and risk of a trading strategy.

Optimization

Optimization is the process of finding the best possible parameters for a
trading strategy. This involves adjusting the values of various input
parameters, such as the moving average period, the Bollinger Band width,
and the RSI threshold, to maximize the profitability of the strategy.

There are a number of different optimization techniques that can be used,
including:

Grid search

Random search

Monte Carlo optimization



Genetic algorithms

The choice of optimization technique depends on the complexity of the
trading strategy and the amount of data available for backtesting.

Risk Management

Risk management is a critical aspect of systematic trading. It is important to
understand the risks involved in trading and to develop a risk management
plan to protect your capital.

There are a number of different risk management tools that can be used,
including:

Stop-loss orders

Position sizing

Risk-adjusted return

Sharpe ratio

The choice of risk management tools depends on the trading strategy and
the risk tolerance of the trader.

Systematic trading is a data-driven approach to trading financial
instruments that can provide several advantages over discretionary trading.
By using computer algorithms to analyze market data and make trading
decisions, traders can remove the emotional biases that can cloud human
decision-making and improve the profitability and consistency of their
trading.



If you are interested in learning more about systematic trading, a number of
resources are available online and in libraries. There are also a number of
courses and workshops that can teach you the basics of algorithmic trading
and how to develop and implement your own trading strategies.
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Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
financial success. He is the author of the bestselling book "Everyday
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