
Stalin's General: The Life of Georgy Zhukov

Georgy Konstantinovich Zhukov was born on December 1, 1896, in the
village of Strelkovka, Kaluga Governorate, Russian Empire. He was the
son of a poor peasant family, and he had little formal education. However,
he was a gifted student, and he quickly rose through the ranks of the Red
Army.
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Zhukov first saw combat in the Russian Civil War, and he quickly
distinguished himself as a skilled and courageous commander. He was
promoted to the rank of general in 1939, and he played a key role in the
Soviet victory over Finland in the Winter War.
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When Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, Zhukov was given
command of the Western Front. He led his troops in a series of successful
defensive battles, and he was instrumental in the Soviet victory at the
Battle of Stalingrad.

In 1943, Zhukov was promoted to the rank of marshal, and he was given
command of the 1st Ukrainian Front. He led his troops to victory in the
Battle of Kursk, and he played a key role in the liberation of Ukraine and
Poland.

In 1945, Zhukov was given command of the 1st Belorussian Front. He led
his troops to victory in the Battle of Berlin, and he was one of the
signatories of the German surrender.
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After the war, Zhukov served as the Soviet Minister of Defense. He was a
close associate of Joseph Stalin, and he played a key role in the
suppression of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956.

Zhukov was dismissed from his post as Minister of Defense in 1957, and
he was retired from the military in 1964. He died in Moscow on June 18,
1974.

Zhukov was one of the most successful military commanders in history. He
was a brilliant strategist and tactician, and he was a master of maneuver
warfare. He was also a ruthless and determined leader, and he was willing
to sacrifice lives in order to achieve victory.

Zhukov's legacy is complex. He was a hero of the Soviet Union, and he
played a key role in the defeat of Nazi Germany. However, he was also a
ruthless and ambitious man, and he was responsible for the deaths of
many thousands of people.

Early life and career

Georgy Zhukov was born on December 1, 1896, in the village of
Strelkovka, Kaluga Governorate, Russian Empire. He was the son of a
poor peasant family, and he had little formal education. However, he was a
gifted student, and he quickly rose through the ranks of the Red Army.

Zhukov first saw combat in the Russian Civil War, and he quickly
distinguished himself as a skilled and courageous commander. He was
promoted to the rank of general in 1939, and he played a key role in the
Soviet victory over Finland in the Winter War.

World War II



When Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, Zhukov was given
command of the Western Front. He led his troops in a series of successful
defensive battles, and he was instrumental in the Soviet victory at the
Battle of Stalingrad.

In 1943, Zhukov was promoted to the rank of marshal, and he was given
command of the 1st Ukrainian Front. He led his troops to victory in the
Battle of Kursk, and he played a key role in the liberation of Ukraine and
Poland.

In 1945, Zhukov was given command of the 1st Belorussian Front. He led
his troops to victory in the Battle of Berlin, and he was one of the
signatories of the German surrender.

Post-war career

After the war, Zhukov served as the Soviet Minister of Defense. He was a
close associate of Joseph Stalin, and he played a key role in the
suppression of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956.

Zhukov was dismissed from his post as Minister of Defense in 1957, and
he was retired from the military in 1964. He died in Moscow on June 18,
1974.

Legacy

Zhukov was one of the most successful military commanders in history. He
was a brilliant strategist and tactician, and he was a master of maneuver
warfare. He was also a ruthless and determined leader, and he was willing
to sacrifice lives in order to achieve victory.



Zhukov's legacy is complex. He was a hero of the Soviet Union, and he
played a key role in the defeat of Nazi Germany. However, he was also a
ruthless and ambitious man, and he was responsible for the deaths of
many thousands of people.
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