
Redrawing the Middle East: A Historical and
Contemporary Analysis
The Middle East is a region of the world that has been in a state of constant
flux for centuries. The region has been home to some of the world's oldest
civilizations, but it has also been the site of numerous wars and conflicts. In
recent years, the region has been further destabilized by the rise of Islamic
extremism and the ongoing conflict in Syria.

The current borders of the Middle East are largely the result of the Sykes-
Picot Agreement, which was signed by France and the United Kingdom in
1916. The agreement divided the Ottoman Empire into spheres of
influence, and it created the modern states of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and
Jordan. However, the borders created by the Sykes-Picot Agreement were
arbitrary, and they did not take into account the ethnic and religious
diversity of the region.
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As a result, the Middle East has been plagued by conflict and instability
since the end of World War I. The region has been the site of numerous
wars, including the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Iran-Iraq War, and the Gulf War.
In recent years, the region has been further destabilized by the rise of
Islamic extremism and the ongoing conflict in Syria.

The conflict in Syria has created a humanitarian crisis, and it has also led to
the displacement of millions of people. The conflict has also created a
power vacuum in the region, which has allowed Islamic extremist groups to
flourish. These groups have carried out numerous terrorist attacks in the
Middle East and beyond.

The rise of Islamic extremism is a major threat to the stability of the Middle
East. These groups are committed to violence, and they seek to establish a
caliphate in the region. The caliphate would be a state governed by Islamic
law, and it would be a major threat to the security of the United States and
its allies.

The United States has been involved in the Middle East for decades. The
United States has fought in wars in the region, and it has provided military
and economic aid to its allies. However, the United States has not been
able to resolve the conflict in the Middle East. The region remains unstable,
and it is a major source of terrorism.

The United States needs to develop a new strategy for the Middle East.
This strategy should focus on promoting peace and stability in the region.
The United States should work with its allies to defeat Islamic extremism
and to create a more just and equitable Middle East.

Historical Examples of Redrawing the Middle East



The Middle East has been redrawn numerous times throughout history.
Some of the most notable examples include:

The Arab Conquests (632-750 CE): The Arab conquests led to the
spread of Islam throughout the Middle East. The conquests also
resulted in the creation of the Umayyad Caliphate, which was one of
the largest empires in history.

The Mongol Invasions (1219-1258 CE): The Mongol invasions of the
Middle East led to the destruction of the Abbasid Caliphate and the
fragmentation of the region. The invasions also resulted in the
establishment of the Ilkhanate, a Mongol empire that ruled over parts
of the Middle East.

The Ottoman Empire (1299-1922 CE): The Ottoman Empire was a
vast empire that ruled over much of the Middle East. The empire was
founded by Osman I, a Turkish bey. The Ottoman Empire reached its
peak under Suleiman the Magnificent, who ruled from 1520 to 1566.

The Sykes-Picot Agreement (1916 CE): The Sykes-Picot Agreement
was a secret agreement between France and the United Kingdom that
divided the Ottoman Empire into spheres of influence. The agreement
led to the creation of the modern states of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and
Jordan.

The Balfour Declaration (1917 CE): The Balfour Declaration was a
statement by the British government that expressed support for the
establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. The declaration led
to the creation of the British Mandate for Palestine, which lasted from
1920 to 1948.



The Arab-Israeli War (1948-1949 CE): The Arab-Israeli War was a
conflict between Israel and its Arab neighbors. The war resulted in the
creation of the State of Israel and the displacement of millions of
Palestinians.

The Six-Day War (1967 CE): The Six-Day War was a conflict between
Israel and Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. The war resulted in Israel's
occupation of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights.

The Yom Kippur War (1973 CE): The Yom Kippur War was a conflict
between Israel and Egypt and Syria. The war resulted in a ceasefire
and the return of some of the territories that Israel had occupied in the
Six-Day War.

The Gulf War (1990-1991 CE): The Gulf War was a conflict between
Iraq and a coalition of forces led by the United States. The war
resulted in the defeat of Iraq and the liberation of Kuwait.

The War in Iraq (2003-2011 CE): The War in Iraq was a conflict
between Iraq and a coalition of forces led by the United States. The
war resulted in the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and the
establishment of a new Iraqi government.

The Syrian Civil War (2011-present): The Syrian Civil War is a
conflict between the Syrian government and various rebel groups. The
war has caused a humanitarian crisis and the displacement of millions
of people.

Contemporary Examples of Redrawing the Middle East

The Middle East is still being redrawn today. Some of the most notable
contemporary examples include:



The rise of ISIS (2014-present): ISIS is a terrorist group that has
taken control of large swaths of territory in Iraq and Syria. ISIS has
committed numerous atrocities and has posed a major threat to the
stability of the region.

The Saudi-led intervention in Yemen (2015-present): The Saudi-led
intervention in Yemen is a conflict between the Houthis, a rebel group,
and the Yemeni government. The conflict has caused a humanitarian
crisis and has displaced millions of people.

The Trump administration's recognition of Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel (2017 CE): The Trump administration's recognition of
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel has been condemned by the
Palestinians and has led to protests in the Middle East.

The withdrawal of US troops from Syria (2018 CE): The withdrawal
of US troops from Syria has created a power vacuum in the region,
which has allowed ISIS and other extremist groups to flourish.

The assassination of Qasem Soleimani (2020 CE): The
assassination of Qasem Soleimani, a top Iranian general, has
increased tensions between the United States and Iran. The
assassination has also raised concerns about the potential for a wider
war in the Middle East.

The Future of the Middle East

The future of the Middle East is uncertain. The region is facing numerous
challenges, including conflict, extremism, and poverty. However, the region
also has a rich history and culture, and it is home to some of the world's
most important resources. With the right leadership and cooperation, the



Middle East could overcome its challenges and become a more prosperous
and stable region.

The Middle East is a region of the world that has been in a state of constant
flux for centuries. The region has been home to some of the world's oldest
civilizations, but it has also been the site of numerous wars and conflicts. In
recent years, the region has been further destabilized by the rise of Islamic
extremism and the ongoing conflict in Syria.

The future of the Middle East is uncertain. The region is facing numerous
challenges, including conflict, extremism, and poverty. However, the region
also has a rich history and culture, and it is home to some of the world's
most important resources. With the right leadership and cooperation, the
Middle East could overcome its challenges and become a more prosperous
and stable region.
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