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As a homeowner, you know that there are a lot of things that can go wrong.
From fires to floods to earthquakes, there are a number of natural disasters
that can strike at any time. And while you can't always prevent these
disasters from happening, you can take steps to protect yourself financially
in the event that they do.

One of the most important things you can do is to purchase homeowners
insurance. Homeowners insurance will help to cover the cost of repairing or
replacing your home if it is damaged or destroyed in a covered event. It can
also provide coverage for your personal belongings, such as furniture,
clothing, and electronics.

When you're shopping for homeowners insurance, it's important to
compare quotes from different companies. Make sure to ask about the
coverage limits, deductibles, and premiums. You should also read the
policy carefully before you sign it.

Once you have homeowners insurance, there are a number of things you
can do to help prevent disaster. Here are a few tips:

1. **Keep your home in good repair.”™ This will help to prevent damage
from occurring in the first place. Make sure to fix any leaks, cracks, or
other problems as soon as possible.

2. ™ Install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.** These devices can
help to alert you to danger early on, giving you time to escape.
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3. *Have your chimney inspected and cleaned regularly.** This will help
to prevent chimney fires.

4. **Trim trees and shrubs around your home.** This will help to reduce
the risk of damage from wind and storms.

5. **Be prepared for emergencies.*™ Have a plan in place for what you
will do if a disaster strikes. This plan should include where you will go,
what you will take with you, and how you will contact loved ones.

By following these tips, you can help to prevent disaster from striking your
home. And if disaster does strike, your homeowners insurance will help to
protect you financially.

## Additional Tips for Preventing Disaster

In addition to the tips above, here are a few additional things you can do to
help prevent disaster:

= **Educate yourself about the risks of natural disasters in your area.**
This will help you to take steps to protect your home and family.

= **Get involved in your community.** This will help you to stay informed
about disaster preparedness efforts and to connect with other people
who are working to make your community safer.

= **Support organizations that are working to prevent disaster.* These
organizations are working to make our communities safer and more
resilient.

By taking these steps, you can help to prevent disaster from striking your
home or community.
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