Otherwise Engaged: Dog Days, Molly Plaintiff,
and Defendants Two Sundays, Pig In

Samuel Beckett's Otherwise Engaged, first performed in 1975, is a
complex and enigmatic play that explores themes of love, loss, and the
meaning of life. The play follows the story of Richard, a middle-aged
professor who is struggling to come to terms with the death of his wife.
Richard is engaged to marry Molly, a young woman who is much younger
than him. However, he is having second thoughts about the marriage, and
he is beginning to feel increasingly isolated and alone.

The play is set in Richard's London apartment, and it takes place over the
course of two Sundays. On the first Sunday, Richard is visited by his former
lover, Emma. Emma is now married to another man, and she has come to
visit Richard to see how he is ng. Richard is initially reluctant to see Emma,
but he eventually agrees to let her in. The two of them talk about their past
relationship, and Emma confesses that she still has feelings for Richard.

On the second Sunday, Richard is visited by his two sons, Hugh and
James. Hugh is a successful businessman, and James is a struggling
artist. Richard is proud of his sons, but he is also aware of their flaws. Hugh
is materialistic and ambitious, while James is sensitive and idealistic.
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Richard's sons are followed by a group of defendants from a recent trial.
The defendants are all young people who have been accused of rioting.
Richard is sympathetic to the defendants, and he agrees to help them with
their case. However, he soon realizes that he is in over his head. The
defendants are angry and disillusioned, and they are not interested in
Richard's help.

Richard's weekend is a series of encounters with people from his past and
present. These encounters force him to confront his own mortality and the
meaning of his life. Richard is a flawed and complex character, and he is
struggling to find his place in the world. However, he is also a
compassionate and caring man, and he is always willing to help others.

= Richard is a middle-aged professor who is struggling to come to terms
with the death of his wife. He is engaged to marry Molly, a young
woman who is much younger than him. However, he is having second
thoughts about the marriage, and he is beginning to feel increasingly
isolated and alone.

= Molly is a young woman who is engaged to marry Richard. She is
much younger than him, and she is initially very excited about the
marriage. However, she soon begins to realize that Richard is not the
man she thought he was.
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Emma is Richard's former lover. She is now married to another man,
but she still has feelings for Richard.

Hugh is Richard's older son. He is a successful businessman, and he
is very ambitious.

James is Richard's younger son. He is a struggling artist, and he is
very idealistic.

The defendants are a group of young people who have been accused
of rioting. They are angry and disillusioned, and they are not interested
in Richard's help.

Love and loss: The play explores the different ways that people deal
with love and loss. Richard is struggling to come to terms with the
death of his wife, and he is having second thoughts about his
engagement to Molly. Emma is still in love with Richard, even though
she is now married to another man. Hugh and James are both
struggling to find their place in the world, and they are both looking for
love and acceptance.

The meaning of life: The play also explores the meaning of life.
Richard is struggling to find his purpose in life, and he is beginning to
question whether or not his life has any meaning. Emma is also
struggling to find meaning in her life, and she is beginning to wonder if
she made the right decision to marry her husband. Hugh and James
are both trying to find their own way in the world, and they are both
trying to figure out what they want to do with their lives.

Isolation and loneliness: The play also explores the themes of
isolation and loneliness. Richard is feeling increasingly isolated and
alone, even though he is surrounded by people. Emma is also feeling



isolated and alone, even though she is married to another man. Hugh
and James are both feeling isolated and alone, even though they are
both surrounded by people who love them.

Otherwise Engaged received mixed reviews when it was first performed in
1975. Some critics praised the play for its intelligent writing and its complex
characters. Others found the play to be too depressing and too pessimistic.
However, the play has since become one of Beckett's most popular and
most frequently performed plays.

Otherwise Engaged is a challenging and thought-provoking play that has
had a lasting impact on the theater world. The play's themes of love, loss,
and the meaning of life continue to resonate with audiences today. The play
has been performed all over the world, and it has been translated into
many different languages.

= Beckett, Samuel. Otherwise Engaged. London: Faber and Faber,
1975.

» Knowlson, James. Damned to Fame: The Life of Samuel Beckett.
London: Bloomsbury, 2008.

= Raby, Peter. The Cambridge Companion to Samuel Beckett.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009.
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