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Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister and a towering figure in the
nation's history, played a pivotal role in shaping India's destiny through his
transformative debates. From his passionate speeches in the Constituent
Assembly to his eloquent articulation of India's foreign policy on the global
stage, Nehru's debates left an indelible mark on India's trajectory.

The Constituent Assembly and the Birth of the Indian Republic
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One of the most significant debates in which Nehru participated was the

drafting of the Indian Constitution. As the Chairman of the Constituent
Assembly, Nehru played a crucial role in shaping the fundamental
principles and values that would guide the newly independent nation. His
speeches during this time eloquently articulated his vision for a democratic,
socialist, and secular India.

"The future of India lies not alone in arms, but in the hearts of men, in the
human spirit, in the literature, in the poetry, in the culture of India."
- Jawaharlal Nehru
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Non-Alignment and the Global Stage

Nehru's debates also extended beyond India's borders. He was a staunch
advocate for non-alignment and played a pivotal role in the formation of the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). Nehru believed that NAM provided a
platform for developing nations to assert their independence and resist both
Eastern and Western blocs during the Cold War.

"Non-alignment does not mean pacifism. It does not mean surrender to
evil. It does not mean taking no sides. It means taking sides on merits."
- Jawaharlal Nehru

Socialism and Economic Development

Nehru was a strong believer in socialism and played a central role in
shaping India's economic policies. His debates on socialism centered
around the need for a mixed economy that balanced public ownership with
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private enterprise. Nehru believed that socialism would help reduce
inequality and foster economic growth.

"Socialism is not merely an economic doctrine. It is a way of life."
- Jawaharlal Nehru

Legacy and Impact
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Nehru's debates and speeches continue to inspire and shape India's

policies and trajectory. His vision for a democratic, socialist, and non-
aligned India has had a profound impact on the nation's development.
Nehru's legacy as a statesman and world leader is one of courage,
conviction, and unwavering commitment to India's progress.

The debates that defined Nehru's life and career were not just intellectual
exercises but profound expressions of his deep-rooted beliefs and
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aspirations for India. His speeches and writings continue to resonate with
Indians today and serve as a reminder of the challenges and opportunities
that the nation has faced and will continue to face in the future.

As India navigates the complex challenges of the 21st century, the debates
that Nehru initiated remain relevant and provide valuable insights into the
ongoing journey of building a just, equitable, and prosperous nation for all
its citizens.
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