
Life As One Of The Last Generation Of British
Officials In India
As the sun dipped below the horizon, casting a golden glow over the
bustling streets of Calcutta, a young British official named John Masters
stepped out of his office. He had spent the day poring over files and
attending meetings, but now he was eager to escape the confines of the
Secretariat and experience the vibrant city that was his home.

Masters was part of the last generation of British officials who served in
India. By the time he arrived in the country in 1947, the British Raj was
already on its last legs. India had gained independence the previous year,
and the British were in the process of handing over power to the new Indian
government.
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For Masters and his fellow officials, this was a time of great change and
uncertainty. The old order was crumbling, and they were unsure what the
future held for them. But they were also determined to serve India to the
best of their ability, and to help ensure a smooth transition to
independence.

A Day in the Life

Masters' day began early. He would wake up at dawn and go for a walk in
the park near his home. Then he would return to his office and start work.
His day would be filled with meetings, interviews, and paperwork. He would
often have to deal with difficult situations, such as riots or famines. But he
always tried to remain calm and impartial, and to do what he believed was
best for the people of India.

In the evenings, Masters would often socialize with other British officials
and their families. They would attend parties, go to the cinema, or play
sports. They also had their own clubs and societies, where they could meet
and discuss their experiences.

Despite the challenges, Masters enjoyed his life in India. He loved the
country and its people, and he was proud to serve them. He also made
many lifelong friends during his time in India.

The End of an Era

In 1947, India gained independence from British rule. Masters and the
other British officials were forced to leave the country. Many of them were
bitter about the way things had ended, but Masters was more philosophical.
He knew that India was ready for independence, and he was confident that
the country would have a bright future.



After leaving India, Masters returned to England. He worked for a time in
the British government, but he eventually retired to a quiet life in the
countryside. He wrote several books about his experiences in India, and he
became a respected authority on the country.

John Masters was one of the last of a generation of British officials who
served in India. He witnessed the end of the British Raj and the birth of a
new nation. His story is a reminder of the complex and often contradictory
nature of British colonialism.

The British Raj was a period of great change and upheaval for India. It
brought both benefits and drawbacks to the country. But one thing is for
sure: the British Raj left a lasting legacy on India. The country's legal
system, education system, and infrastructure were all shaped by British
rule. And even today, India's culture and society bear the imprint of its
colonial past.

The story of John Masters is a reminder of the human side of the British
Raj. He was a man who loved India and its people, and who dedicated his
life to serving them. His story is a testament to the best of British
colonialism.
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