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Lenin: A New Biography by Dmitri Volkogonov is a comprehensive and
insightful look at the life and career of one of the most influential figures in
modern history. Volkogonov, a former Soviet general, provides a fresh
perspective on Lenin, drawing on extensive research and interviews.

The book begins with Lenin's early life and his development as a
revolutionary. Volkogonov describes Lenin's childhood, his education, and
his early political activities. He also discusses Lenin's relationship with
other revolutionaries, such as Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin.

The book then follows Lenin's career as a revolutionary leader. Volkogonov
describes Lenin's role in the Russian Revolution of 1917 and his
subsequent leadership of the Soviet Union. He also discusses Lenin's
policies, such as the New Economic Policy and the collectivization of
agriculture.
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Volkogonov's book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in Lenin or
the history of the Soviet Union. It is a well-written and well-researched work
that provides a fresh perspective on one of the most important figures of
the twentieth century.

Key Themes in Lenin: A New Biography

Volkogonov's book explores a number of key themes, including:

The development of Lenin's revolutionary thought: Volkogonov
traces Lenin's development from a young idealist to a hardened
revolutionary. He shows how Lenin's ideas were shaped by his
experiences in Russia and by his study of Marxist theory.

Lenin's role in the Russian Revolution: Volkogonov provides a
detailed account of Lenin's role in the Russian Revolution of 1917. He
shows how Lenin's leadership was essential to the Bolsheviks' victory.

Lenin's leadership of the Soviet Union: Volkogonov discusses
Lenin's policies as leader of the Soviet Union. He shows how Lenin's
policies shaped the development of the Soviet state and how they led
to the eventual rise of Stalin.

Lenin's legacy: Volkogonov examines Lenin's legacy in the Soviet
Union and in the world. He shows how Lenin's ideas have continued to
influence political movements around the world.

Critical Reception of Lenin: A New Biography

Lenin: A New Biography has received critical acclaim from historians and
political scientists. The book has been praised for its comprehensive



research, its fresh perspective on Lenin, and its clear and engaging writing
style.

Here are some excerpts from reviews of the book:

“"Volkogonov's book is a valuable contribution to the study of
Lenin and the Russian Revolution. It is a well-written and well-
researched work that provides a fresh perspective on one of
the most important figures of the twentieth century." - The New
York Times”

“"Volkogonov's book is a major work of scholarship that will
be essential reading for anyone interested in Lenin or the
history of the Soviet Union." - The Washington Post”

“"Volkogonov's book is a must-read for anyone interested in
Lenin or the Russian Revolution. It is a comprehensive and
insightful work that provides a fresh perspective on one of the
most important figures of the twentieth century." - The
Guardian”

Lenin: A New Biography by Dmitri Volkogonov is a valuable resource for
anyone interested in Lenin or the history of the Soviet Union. It is a well-



written and well-researched work that provides a fresh perspective on one
of the most important figures of the twentieth century.
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