Kublai Khan: The Mongol Emperor Who
Conquered the Silk Road and Unified China

Kublai Khan was born in 1215 in Mongolia. He was the son of Tolui,
Genghis Khan's youngest son, and Sorkhokhtani Beki, a Mongol princess.
Kublai Khan was a skilled hunter and horseman from a young age. He also
received a traditional Mongol education, which included learning about
military strategy, history, and literature.

In 1259, Kublai Khan's brother Mongke Khan died suddenly. Kublai Khan

was one of four brothers who claimed the title of Great Khan. After a brief

civil war, Kublai Khan emerged victorious. He was proclaimed Great Khan
in 1260.

Kublai Khan established the Yuan dynasty in 1271. He ruled China for 23
years. During his reign, he implemented a number of reforms, including:
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= Establishing a new tax system
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= Creating a new currency
= Reforming the civil service
= Promoting trade and commerce

= Patronizing the arts and sciences

Kublai Khan was a tolerant ruler who respected the cultures of the people
he conquered. He allowed the Chinese to continue to practice their own
customs and traditions. He also encouraged intermarriage between
Mongols and Chinese.

Kublai Khan died in 1294 at the age of 79. He was succeeded by his
grandson, Temur Khan. The Yuan dynasty continued to rule China for
another 30 years.

Alt attribute for images:

= Portrait of Kublai Khan: Kublai Khan, the Mongol emperor who
conquered the Silk Road and unified China.

=  Map of the Mongol Empire under Kublai Khan: The Mongol Empire
under Kublai Khan, showing its vast extent from eastern Europe to the
Korean Peninsula.

= Image of the Yuan dynasty capital, Dadu: Dadu, the capital of the Yuan
dynasty founded by Kublai Khan.

= Image of a Mongol warrior: A Mongol warrior, part of the army that
conquered the Silk Road and unified China under Kublai Khan.



= Image of a Chinese scholar: A Chinese scholar, part of the intellectual
elite that flourished under the Yuan dynasty founded by Kublai Khan.
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