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Hannah Duston, a frontierswoman who was captured by Native Americans
and later took revenge on her captors

In the annals of colonial American history, the name Hannah Duston stands
as a symbol of both resilience and vengeance. Her harrowing ordeal of
captivity and revenge left an enduring mark on the collective memory of the
nation, casting light on the brutality of frontier warfare, the indomitable spirit
of frontier women, and the complexities of justice in a tumultuous era.

Captivity and Torture

Hannah Duston was born in 1657 in Haverhill, Massachusetts. In 1697,
during King William's War, she and her family were attacked by a band of
Abenaki warriors. Her husband was killed, and she was taken captive along
with her seven children. The Abenaki marched their captives north into
present-day New Hampshire, where they were subjected to unimaginable
hardships and torture.

Duston and her children were forced to endure long marches through
freezing rain and snow. They were starved, beaten, and forced to witness
the brutal execution of their fellow captives. Duston's youngest child, an
infant, froze to death in her arms.

Escape and Revenge

After several months of captivity, Duston and two other captives, Mary Neff
and Samuel Leonardson, managed to escape. They seized the opportunity
when their captors were asleep and stole their supplies. For days, they
wandered through the wilderness, living on roots and berries.



Driven by an unquenchable thirst for revenge, Duston and her companions
resolved to attack their former captors. They came upon a group of ten
Abenaki Indians, including several of their tormentors. In a moment of
desperation, Duston and her companions killed and scalped the Indians.
They then cut off their victims' ears and noses as trophies of their triumph.

Duston and her companions returned to Haverhill as heroes. They were
celebrated for their bravery and determination, and their scalps were
displayed as a warning to other Native Americans. However, their actions
also raised questions about the morality of revenge and the limits of frontier
justice.

The Legacy of Hannah Duston

Hannah Duston's story has been told and retold for centuries, becoming a
staple of American folklore. Her captivity and revenge have been the
subject of books, articles, and even a historical novel. She has been hailed
as a heroine and reviled as a murderer. Her legacy is complex and
contested, reflecting the complexities of colonial American history.

Duston's story provides a glimpse into the harsh realities of frontier life in
colonial America. It is a reminder of the violence and brutality that
characterized the ongoing conflict between Native Americans and
European settlers. It also highlights the courage and resilience of women
who faced unimaginable challenges on the American frontier.

The question of whether Duston's actions were justified remains a subject
of debate. Some historians argue that her revenge was a legitimate
response to the atrocities she had endured. Others argue that it was an act
of excessive violence that only perpetuated the cycle of violence.



Ultimately, the legacy of Hannah Duston is a complex one, reflecting the
challenges and contradictions of colonial America.

“"Hannah Duston's story is a tale of human suffering and
resilience. It is a story that reminds us of the darkness that can
exist within us all, as well as the capacity for hope and
redemption." - Historian Nathaniel Philbrick”

Additional Resources

Hannah Duston on History.com

Hannah Duston: A Captive's Tale at the Mount Pleasant Library

Hannah Duston: Frontier Warrior and Heroine by Kathleen J. Bragdon

Massacre on the Merrimack: Hannah Duston's Captivity
and Revenge in Colonial America by Jay Atkinson
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