
Griffith John: The Story of Fifty Years in China
Griffith John, a Welsh Baptist missionary, dedicated his life to serving the
people of China for over five decades. His unwavering faith, linguistic
prowess, and cultural sensitivity made him an influential figure in the
spread of Christianity in the country.

Early Life and Call to Mission

Griffith John was born in Swansea, Wales, in 1831. Raised in a devout
Christian home, he developed a passion for missions from a young age. At
the age of 21, he joined the London Missionary Society and was ordained
as a minister.
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In 1855, John received a call to serve in China, a nation grappling with
political turmoil and societal upheaval. Despite facing significant
challenges, he eagerly embarked on his journey.

Arrival in China and Cultural Immersion
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John arrived in Shanghai in 1855 and was immediately struck by the
vastness and diversity of China. He began studying the local customs,
languages, and culture with remarkable zeal.

His proficiency in Mandarin Chinese earned him respect and trust among
the Chinese people. He immersing himself in their lives and customs and
learning to communicate in their language deeply affected the way he
approached his work.

Missionary Activities and Church Growth

John's primary goal in China was to establish Christian churches and
spread the gospel message. He traveled extensively throughout the
country, preaching, teaching, and establishing new congregations.

Under his leadership, the Baptist mission in China grew rapidly. By the end
of his ministry, there were over 50,000 baptized believers, 300 churches,
and 500 schools.

Translation and Education

John recognized the importance of translating Christian literature into
Chinese to make it accessible to the local population. He led a team of
translators who produced numerous Bibles, hymnals, and other religious
materials.

He also established schools and colleges to educate Chinese Christians
and train future leaders. His passion for education extended beyond the
classroom; he advocated for the establishment of a university in China to
promote higher learning.



Cultural Sensitivity and Social Reform

John's approach to mission was characterized by cultural sensitivity and
respect for Chinese traditions. He believed that Christianity should adapt to
the Chinese context rather than the other way around.

He actively campaigned against the opium trade and other social evils that
plagued Chinese society. His advocacy for social justice and human rights
earned him widespread admiration and influence.

Legacy and Impact

After 50 years of dedicated service to China, Griffith John retired to
England in 1905. His legacy as a missionary, linguist, educator, and social
reformer continues to inspire generations of Christians today.

His pioneering work in China laid the foundation for the growth of
Christianity and contributed to the modernization and transformation of the
nation. John's example of cultural sensitivity, linguistic proficiency, and
unwavering faith remains a model for all those engaged in cross-cultural
ministry.

Griffith John's life and work serve as a testament to the power of one
person's dedication and determination. His unwavering faith, cultural
sensitivity, and passion for the people of China transformed the lives of
countless individuals and left a lasting impact on the nation.

His legacy as a missionary, educator, and social reformer continues to
inspire and guide those who seek to make a difference in the world through
cross-cultural engagement.
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