
Grenfell of Labrador: A Life of Service and
Sacrifice in the Far North
Sir Wilfred Thomason Grenfell (1865-1940) was a British medical
missionary and explorer who dedicated his life to serving the people of
Labrador and Newfoundland. He is best known for establishing the Grenfell
Mission, a network of hospitals and clinics that provided much-needed
medical care to isolated communities in the far north. Grenfell was also a
vocal advocate for the rights of Indigenous peoples, and he worked
tirelessly to improve their living conditions.

Early Life and Education

Grenfell was born in Parkgate, Cheshire, England, on January 28, 1865.
His father was a prosperous cotton merchant, and his mother was a devout
Christian. Grenfell was a sickly child, and he spent much of his time
reading and studying. He developed a passion for the outdoors, and he
loved to explore the countryside around his home. Grenfell's parents
encouraged his interest in science and medicine, and he decided to pursue
a career in medicine.
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Grenfell attended Oxford University, where he studied medicine. He
graduated in 1889, and he then spent two years working as a ship's
surgeon. In 1891, Grenfell traveled to Labrador to volunteer his services to
the Moravian Mission. He was deeply moved by the poverty and suffering
he witnessed among the Inuit and other Indigenous peoples.

The Grenfell Mission

In 1892, Grenfell founded the Grenfell Mission. The mission's goal was to
provide medical care, education, and social services to the people of
Labrador and Newfoundland. Grenfell established a network of hospitals
and clinics throughout the region, and he also set up schools and
orphanages. The mission also provided food, clothing, and other
necessities to those in need.

Grenfell's work was met with resistance from some quarters. Some people
believed that he was interfering with the traditional way of life of the
Indigenous peoples. However, Grenfell persevered, and he eventually won
the support of most of the communities he served.

Advocacy for Indigenous Rights

Grenfell was a strong advocate for the rights of Indigenous peoples. He
spoke out against the government's policies of assimilation and forced
removal. He also worked to improve the living conditions of Indigenous
peoples, and he helped them to gain access to education and healthcare.
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Grenfell's advocacy work made him a controversial figure. He was accused
of being a traitor to his country, and he was even threatened with death.
However, Grenfell remained steadfast in his commitment to the Indigenous
peoples of Labrador and Newfoundland.

Later Years and Legacy

Grenfell continued to work with the Grenfell Mission until his retirement in
1935. He then returned to England, where he continued to advocate for the
rights of Indigenous peoples. Grenfell died in London on October 9, 1940.
He was 75 years old.

Grenfell's legacy continues to live on today. The Grenfell Mission is still
operating, and it continues to provide much-needed services to the people
of Labrador and Newfoundland. Grenfell's work also helped to raise
awareness of the plight of Indigenous peoples around the world.

Sir Wilfred Thomason Grenfell was a remarkable man who dedicated his
life to serving others. He was a pioneer in the field of medical missionary
work, and he made a significant contribution to the lives of the people of
Labrador and Newfoundland. Grenfell's legacy continues to inspire people
today, and he is remembered as one of the great humanitarians of the 20th
century.
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Chris Hogan: The Everyday Millionaire Who
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Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
financial success. He is the author of the bestselling book "Everyday
Millionaires," which has sold over 1...
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In the annals of science, there are countless stories of brilliant minds
whose work has changed the world. But there are also stories of...
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