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As the world marked the centenary of the First World War, historians and
researchers turned to personal accounts to glean intimate insights into the
conflict's unfolding. Among these invaluable sources, diaries from Turkey
offer a unique window into the experiences and perspectives of individuals
living amidst the turmoil.

A Kaleidoscope of Voices

Diaries penned during this period showcase a diverse range of voices, from
soldiers at the frontlines to civilians grappling with the complexities of daily
life. Each entry provides a glimpse into individual motivations, hopes, fears,
and sacrifices.

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk: A Soldier's Diary
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One of the most notable diaries from Turkey is that of Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk, the revered founder of the Turkish Republic. Written during his time
as a military commander during the Gallipoli campaign, Atatürk's diary
reveals his strategic thinking, his empathy for his troops, and his
unwavering determination to secure victory for his nation.

Halide Edip Adıvar: A Woman's War

Halide Edip Adıvar, a prominent writer and women's rights activist,
documented her experiences as a nurse during the Armenian Genocide
and the Turkish War of Independence. Her diary offers a powerful account
of the horrors of war and the resilience of the human spirit.

War's Impact on Civilians

Beyond the trenches, diaries from Turkey provide poignant accounts of the
war's impact on civilians. They chronicle the hardships of daily life, the fear
of bombardment, and the uncertainty of the future.

Samipaşazade Sezai: Istanbul Under Occupation

Samipaşazade Sezai, a prominent intellectual and journalist, penned a
diary during the period of Allied occupation of Istanbul. His entries vividly
depict the challenges faced by the city's inhabitants, including food
shortages, political turmoil, and the struggle to maintain cultural identity.

Fatma Aliye Topuz: A Mother's Diary

Fatma Aliye Topuz, one of Turkey's first female novelists, kept a diary
during the war that captured the experiences of a mother grappling with the
separation from her beloved sons, the anguish of wartime loss, and the
unwavering hope for a peaceful future.



Historical Significance

The diaries from Turkey during World War hold immense historical
significance. They provide concrete evidence of the impact of the conflict
on individuals and communities, shedding light on both the grand narratives
of war and its intimate human toll.

Uncovering Hidden Perspectives

These personal accounts complement official records and military histories
by offering perspectives that are often overlooked. They reveal the
complexities of daily life during wartime, the emotional turmoil, and the
resilience of the human spirit.

Preserving the Past for the Future

Diaries from Turkey serve as a valuable repository of knowledge for future
generations. They help us understand the motivations and sacrifices of
those who lived through this pivotal period, ensuring that their experiences
are not forgotten.

The diaries from Turkey during World War provide a unique and invaluable
perspective on one of the most transformative conflicts in human history.
Through the intimate accounts of soldiers, civilians, and intellectuals, we
gain a deeper understanding of the human cost of war, the complexities of
the human experience, and the enduring power of hope amidst adversity.
Preserving and studying these diaries is essential for a comprehensive
understanding of our shared past and for fostering dialogue and
reconciliation.



Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, founder of the Turkish Republic, kept a diary during
the Gallipoli campaign.
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Halide Edip Adıvar, prominent writer and women's rights activist,
documented her experiences as a nurse during the war.
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Samipaşazade Sezai, prominent intellectual and journalist, captured the
challenges faced by civilians during the Allied occupation of Istanbul.
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