
Classical Monologues For Men: A Guide to
Finding the Perfect Audition Piece
Classical monologues for men offer a rich source of material for actors
seeking to showcase their skills and interpret iconic roles from the canon of
Western theater. Whether performing for an audition or for a theatrical
production, selecting the right monologue is crucial for making a
memorable impression. This comprehensive guide will provide aspiring
actors with all the necessary information to choose and prepare classical
monologues that highlight their unique abilities and captivate casting
directors.

Character Analysis

The first step in selecting a classical monologue is to conduct a thorough
character analysis. Determine the character's motivations, relationships,
and conflicts. Consider their social and historical context, as well as their
psychological state. Understanding the character's depth and complexity
will enable you to make informed choices about how to interpret and
perform the monologue.
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Here are some key questions to ask yourself when analyzing a character:

Who is this character?

What are their goals and motivations?

What are their relationships with other characters in the play?

What is their social and historical context?

What is their psychological state?

Once you have a clear understanding of the character, you can begin to
explore different ways of performing the monologue.

Emotional Range

Classical monologues often require actors to express a wide range of
emotions. It is important to identify the emotional journey of the monologue
and to prepare accordingly. Consider the different emotional beats of the
monologue and how you will transition between them.

Here are some tips for expressing emotional range:

Use your voice and body to communicate emotion.

Connect with the character's emotions on a personal level.

Be willing to experiment with different interpretations.

Vocal Delivery
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The vocal delivery of a classical monologue is essential for conveying the
character's emotions and intentions. It is important to speak clearly and
with projection, but also to vary your vocal tone and volume. Use pauses
and silences to create dramatic tension and emphasize important moments
in the monologue.

Here are some tips for effective vocal delivery:

Speak clearly and with projection.

Vary your vocal tone and volume.

Use pauses and silences to create dramatic tension.

Practice your monologue regularly to ensure that you are comfortable
with the text.

Specific Monologue Recommendations

The following are a few classical monologues for men that are well-suited
for auditions:

Hamlet's "To be or not to be" soliloquy from Shakespeare's Hamlet

Macbeth's "Is this a dagger which I see before me?" soliloquy
from Shakespeare's Macbeth

Othello's "My story is the melancholy of Moor" soliloquy from
Shakespeare's Othello

Romeo's "But soft! What light through yonder window breaks?"
soliloquy from Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet



Prospero's "Our revels now are ended" soliloquy from
Shakespeare's The Tempest

Creon's "I have learned that a king rules best who rules with
justice" speech from Sophocles' Antigone

Oedipus' "I am the man who has wronged himself most" speech
from Sophocles' Oedipus Rex

Willy Loman's "Attention, attention must be finally paid to such a
person" speech from Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman

Stanley Kowalski's "I am not a rutting animal!" speech from
Tennessee Williams' A Streetcar Named Desire

Biff Loman's "Pop! I'm a dime a dozen, and so are you!" speech
from Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman

Selecting and preparing a classical monologue for an audition is a
challenging but rewarding task. By following the steps outlined in this guide,
actors can increase their chances of delivering a powerful performance that
will leave a lasting impression on casting directors. Remember to choose a
monologue that showcases your strengths and allows you to express your
unique voice. With practice and dedication, you can find the perfect
classical monologue that will help you land your next role.
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