Chief Peter Jones: A Pioneer in Indigenous
Education and Advocacy

Chief Peter Jones (Kahkewaquonaby),born in 1798 and passed away in
1856, was a groundbreaking Indigenous leader who left an indelible mark
on the history of Indigenous rights and education in Canada.

Early Life and Education

Jones was born into the Mississauga First Nation near Burlington, Ontario.
As a young man, he witnessed the devastating effects of European
colonization on his community. Determined to make a difference, Jones
embarked on a journey of education, seeking to acquire the knowledge and
skills necessary to advocate for his people.
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In 1827, Jones enrolled at Upper Canada Academy, one of the most
prestigious schools in the province. He excelled in his studies,
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demonstrating a keen intellect and a deep understanding of both
Indigenous and Euro-Canadian perspectives.

Missionary Work and Advocacy

After graduating from Upper Canada Academy, Jones became a Methodist
missionary. He traveled extensively throughout Canada, preaching the
Gospel and advocating for the rights of Indigenous people.

Jones's sermons were powerful and persuasive, often highlighting the
injustices suffered by Indigenous communities under colonial rule. He
spoke out against land dispossession, treaty violations, and the forced
assimilation of Indigenous children into Euro-Canadian society.

Indigenous Education

Jones believed that education was essential for the empowerment of
Indigenous peoples. In 1834, he founded the Shingwauk Industrial
Residential School in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. This school aimed to
provide Indigenous children with a holistic education that respected both
their cultural heritage and the skills required for success in a rapidly
changing world.

Shingwauk Industrial Residential School became a model for Indigenous
education in Canada. It offered a rigorous academic curriculum, as well as
training in practical skills such as agriculture, carpentry, and blacksmithing.
Jones also ensured that the school's curriculum included Indigenous
language and cultural teachings.

Preservation of Indigenous Culture



In addition to his work in education and advocacy, Jones was also a
passionate advocate for the preservation of Indigenous culture. He
collected and translated Indigenous oral histories, songs, and stories. He
also wrote extensively about Indigenous customs and beliefs, helping to
document and preserve a vital part of Canadian history.

Jones's efforts to preserve Indigenous culture played a significant role in
shaping the way that Indigenous people view themselves and their place in
Canadian society.

Legacy

Chief Peter Jones was a visionary leader who dedicated his life to the
betterment of his people. His contributions to Indigenous education,
advocacy, and cultural preservation have had a lasting impact on Canada.

Shingwauk Industrial Residential School, which Jones founded, continues
to operate today as a vibrant Indigenous educational institution. The school
has played a pivotal role in the education of thousands of Indigenous
students and has helped to foster a greater understanding of Indigenous
culture and history among Canadians.

Jones's legacy also lives on through the Peter Jones Institute, a non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting Indigenous education and leadership.
The institute offers a variety of programs and services to support
Indigenous students and educators.

Chief Peter Jones (Kahkewaquonaby) was a remarkable Indigenous leader
whose vision and determination have had a profound impact on Indigenous
communities in Canada.



As an educator, advocate, and cultural preservationist, Jones worked
tirelessly to improve the lives of his people. His legacy continues to inspire
Indigenous Canadians to strive for excellence and to take pride in their

heritage.
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