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Before the Rain is a 1994 Macedonian film directed by Milcho Manchevski.
The film tells the story of a young woman's coming-of-age amidst the
political and social turmoil of 1960s Macedonia.

The film opens with a scene of a young girl, Kiara, playing in a field. She is
soon joined by her friend, Zdravka, and the two girls begin to talk about
their dreams for the future. Kiara wants to become a doctor, while Zdravka
wants to become a teacher.

As the girls grow older, they begin to experience the political and social
changes that are taking place in Macedonia. The country is under
communist rule, and the people are struggling to make ends meet. Kiara
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and Zdravka become involved in the student movement, and they soon find
themselves at the forefront of the fight for democracy.

The film follows Kiara and Zdravka as they navigate the challenges of love,
loss, and revolution. Kiara falls in love with a young man named
Aleksandar, but their relationship is forbidden by her parents. Zdravka,
meanwhile, is forced to confront the death of her father.

Despite the challenges they face, Kiara and Zdravka remain committed to
their ideals. They believe that a better future is possible for Macedonia, and
they are determined to fight for it.

Before the Rain is a powerful and moving film that explores the themes of
love, revolution, and the search for identity. The film is beautifully shot and
the performances are excellent. Before the Rain is a must-see for anyone
interested in Macedonian history or in the human experience.

The Political and Social Context of Before the Rain

Before the Rain is set against the backdrop of the political and social
turmoil of 1960s Macedonia. Macedonia was a constituent republic of
Yugoslavia, and it was ruled by the Communist Party of Yugoslavia. The
Communist Party was committed to a policy of collectivism, and it
suppressed dissent.

In the 1960s, a new generation of Macedonians began to question the
Communist Party's policies. They wanted more freedom and democracy,
and they were inspired by the student movements that were taking place in
other parts of the world.



The student movement in Macedonia was led by a group of young
intellectuals who were known as the "Macedonian New Wave." The
Macedonian New Wave was committed to a policy of non-violence, and it
sought to achieve its goals through peaceful protest.

The Communist Party responded to the student movement with repression.
The police arrested and imprisoned student leaders, and they closed down
student newspapers and publications.

Despite the repression, the student movement continued to grow. In 1968,
the students organized a mass protest in Skopje, the capital of Macedonia.
The protest was violently suppressed by the police, and several students
were killed.

The events of 1968 marked a turning point in Macedonian history. The
Communist Party's repression of the student movement alienated a large
segment of the population, and it led to a growing demand for democracy.

The Themes of Before the Rain

Before the Rain is a film that explores the themes of love, revolution, and
the search for identity. These themes are intertwined throughout the film,
and they are all essential to understanding the film's message.

Love

Love is a central theme in Before the Rain. The film explores the different
types of love, from romantic love to familial love to love of country.

Kiara's love for Aleksandar is a passionate and intense love. It is a love that
is forbidden by her parents, but it is a love that she cannot deny.



Zdravka's love for her father is a deep and abiding love. It is a love that is
tested by his death, but it is a love that she will never forget.

The students' love for their country is a love that is expressed through their
commitment to the student movement. It is a love that is tested by the
Communist Party's repression, but it is a love that will ultimately triumph.

Revolution

Revolution is another central theme in Before the Rain. The film explores
the different types of revolution, from political revolution to social revolution
to personal revolution.

The students' revolution is a political revolution. It is a revolution that is
aimed at overthrowing the Communist Party and establishing a democratic
government.

Kiara's revolution is a personal revolution. It is a revolution that is aimed at
breaking free from the constraints of her family and society and finding her
own identity.

Before the Rain is a film that celebrates the power of revolution. It is a film
that shows that revolution is possible, and that it can be a force for good in
the world.

The Search for Identity

The search for identity is a third central theme in Before the Rain. The film
explores the different ways that people search for identity, from through
their relationships to their work to their political beliefs.



Kiara searches for identity through her relationship with Aleksandar. She
wants to be loved and accepted for who she is, and she believes that
Aleksandar can give her that.

Zdravka searches for identity through her work as a teacher. She wants to
make a difference in the world, and she believes that she can do that by
teaching children.

The students search for identity through their political beliefs. They want to
create a better future for their country, and they believe that they can do
that by overthrowing the Communist Party.

Before the Rain is a film that shows that the search for identity is a lifelong
journey. It is a journey that is filled with challenges and setbacks, but it is a
journey that is ultimately worth taking.

The Legacy of Before the Rain

Before the Rain was a critical and commercial success. It won the Golden
Lion at the Venice Film Festival, and it was nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Foreign Language Film.

The film has been praised for its beautiful cinematography, its powerful
performances, and its moving story. It is considered to be one of the best
films of the 1990s, and it is still studied and celebrated today.

Before the Rain has had a lasting impact on Macedonian cinema. The film
helped to put Macedonian cinema on the world map, and it inspired a new
generation of Macedonian filmmakers.



The film has also had a lasting impact on Macedonian society. The film's
message of hope and revolution resonated with many Macedonians, and it
helped to inspire the country's transition to democracy.

Before the Rain is a film that is both timeless and timely. It is a film that
speaks to the human experience, and it is a film that continues to inspire
and move audiences today.
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