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In the 1970s, Baltimore was a city in crisis. The city's once-thriving
manufacturing base had collapsed, and unemployment was rampant.
Crime was on the rise, and the city was plagued by drug addiction and
violence.

But fifty years earlier, Baltimore was a very different city. It was a thriving
hub of industry and culture, and it was home to a large and prosperous
middle class.

What happened in the intervening years to turn Baltimore into the city it is
today? To answer that question, we need to take a look back at the city's
history.

Baltimore's Golden Age
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Baltimore was founded in 1729, and it quickly became a major center of
commerce and trade. The city's location at the head of the Chesapeake
Bay made it a natural gateway to the West, and it soon became a major
shipping center for goods from all over the world.

In the 19th century, Baltimore became a major industrial center. The city's
factories produced everything from ships to locomotives to steel. The city
was also home to a large and prosperous middle class.

Baltimore's Golden Age came to an end in the early 20th century, when the
city's manufacturing base began to decline. The city's economy was hit
hard by the Great Depression, and unemployment rose sharply.

The Rise of Crime and Drugs

In the years after World War II, Baltimore's economy began to recover. The
city's manufacturing base diversified, and new industries emerged.
However, the city also began to experience a rise in crime and drug
addiction.

In the 1960s, Baltimore became a major hub for the heroin trade. The city's
proximity to New York City, a major source of heroin, made it a natural
target for drug traffickers.

The heroin epidemic had a devastating impact on Baltimore. The drug
destroyed lives and families, and it contributed to the city's rising crime rate.

The Crack Epidemic

In the 1980s, Baltimore was hit by a new drug epidemic: crack cocaine.
Crack is a highly addictive form of cocaine that is smoked. It is cheap and



easy to produce, and it quickly became the drug of choice for many poor
and working-class Americans.

The crack epidemic had a devastating impact on Baltimore. The drug
destroyed lives and families, and it contributed to the city's rising crime rate.

Baltimore Today

Today, Baltimore is still struggling to recover from the crack epidemic. The
city is plagued by poverty, crime, and drug addiction. However, there are
signs of hope.

In recent years, Baltimore has seen a resurgence of economic
development. The city has attracted new businesses and industries, and
the unemployment rate has fallen. The city is also investing in education
and job training programs.

Baltimore is still a city with challenges, but it is also a city with hope. The
city is working to overcome its past and build a better future for its
residents.
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Chris Hogan: The Everyday Millionaire Who
Shares His Secrets to Financial Success
Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
financial success. He is the author of the bestselling book "Everyday
Millionaires," which has sold over 1...
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The True Story of Genius, Betrayal, and
Redemption
In the annals of science, there are countless stories of brilliant minds
whose work has changed the world. But there are also stories of...
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