
Backstage at the Lincoln Assassination: An
Unforgettable Night
Prelude to Tragedy

As the night of April 14, 1865, descended upon Washington, D.C., the
atmosphere was thick with anticipation and jubilation. The Civil War had
just ended with the Union's victory, and President Abraham Lincoln was set
to deliver a speech at Ford's Theatre. The mood was festive, with crowds
thronging the streets and a palpable sense of optimism in the air.

Behind the scenes, however, a sinister plot was unfolding. Confederate
sympathizer John Wilkes Booth had meticulously planned to assassinate
Lincoln. With the help of several accomplices, he secured access to the
President's box at Ford's Theatre.
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At approximately 10:15 pm, as Lincoln sat in his box enjoying the play "Our
American Cousin," Booth entered the room. He stealthily approached the
President from behind and fired a single shot from his .44 caliber Derringer
pistol. The bullet pierced Lincoln's skull, lodging behind his left eye.

Chaos erupted in the theatre. Guests screamed, and the actors on stage
gasped in horror. Booth leaped from the box and landed awkwardly on
stage, breaking his leg. He managed to make his escape through a back
door, despite being pursued by several men in the audience.
Medical Intervention

Lincoln was carried to a nearby boarding house, where surgeons
desperately tried to save his life. However, the damage to his brain was too
severe. At 7:22 am on April 15, 1865, the President was pronounced dead.

Edwin Stanton, Lincoln's Secretary of War, was present at the bedside. He
uttered the famous words, "Now he belongs to the ages." Stanton then
authorized the hunt for Booth and his accomplices.

The Aftermath

The assassination of Lincoln sent shockwaves throughout the nation. Flags
flew at half-mast, and cities across the country held memorial services.
Booth was hunted down and killed by Union soldiers in Virginia on April 26,
1865.

The aftermath of the assassination was marked by a sense of profound
loss and grief. The nation mourned the death of its beloved leader, and the
country's healing process would take many years.

Eyewitness Accounts



Numerous eyewitness accounts provide insights into the events that
transpired that fateful night. One particularly poignant account comes from
Charles Forbes, a member of the President's security detail:

Charles Forbes: "I was standing in the corridor outside the President's box
when I heard a shot. I rushed in and saw Booth on the stage, brandishing a
knife. He jumped down into the audience, and I pursued him into the
alleyway behind the theatre. He escaped, but I was able to provide a
description to the authorities."

Another eyewitness, Clara Harris, described the scene inside the theatre:

Clara Harris: "I was sitting directly opposite the President's box. When the
shot rang out, I saw a man jump from the box onto the stage. People were
screaming and fainting all around me. It was the most terrifying sight I have
ever witnessed."
Historical Significance

The assassination of Abraham Lincoln is considered one of the most pivotal
moments in American history. It marked the end of the Civil War and the
beginning of a new era for the nation.

The assassination also highlighted the vulnerability of the President and the
need for加强ed security measures. In the wake of Lincoln's death, the
Secret Service was established to protect the President and their family.

The events that unfolded at Ford's Theatre on April 14, 1865, left an
indelible mark on American history. The assassination of Abraham Lincoln
was a tragedy that shocked the nation and sent ripples of grief throughout
the world.



The eyewitness accounts provide a chilling glimpse into the horror and
chaos of that night. The legacy of Lincoln's assassination continues to
resonate today, reminding us of the fragility of life and the importance of
cherishing our leaders.

Engraving depicting the assassination of Abraham Lincoln at Ford's
Theatre, April 14, 1865. (Source: Library of Congress)
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