Ajax, Women of Trachis, Electra, Philoctetes:
Hackett Classics

Sophocles, one of the most celebrated playwrights of ancient Greece, is
renowned for his profound insights into the human condition. His tragedies
explore the complexities of honor, loyalty, and the struggle against fate.
This Hackett Classics edition presents four of Sophocles' most powerful
plays: Ajax, Women of Trachis, Electra, and Philoctetes.
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Ajax

Ajax is a tragedy of honor and hubris. The play follows the titular character,
a great warrior who is driven to madness after being denied the honor of
winning the Trojan War. Ajax's tragic flaw is his excessive pride, which
leads him to believe that he is invincible. In his madness, he slaughters a
flock of sheep, believing them to be his enemies. When he realizes his
mistake, he is overcome with shame and kills himself.
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Ajax is a complex and sympathetic character. He is a brave and skilled
warrior, but he is also arrogant and self-destructive. His tragedy is a
reminder that even the greatest of heroes can be brought down by their
own flaws.

Women of Trachis

Women of Trachis is a tragedy of love and betrayal. The play follows
Deianira, the wife of Heracles. Heracles has been away fighting a war for
many years, and Deianira fears that he has forgotten her. She sends him a
robe that she has dipped in the blood of a centaur, believing that it will
restore his love for her. However, the robe is poisoned, and it kills Heracles.

Deianira is a tragic figure. She is a loving and devoted wife, but she is also
naive and impulsive. Her mistake in sending Heracles the poisoned robe
leads to her own death.

Electra

Electra is a tragedy of revenge. The play follows the titular character, a
young woman whose father was murdered by her mother and her
stepfather. Electra is consumed by a desire for revenge, and she
manipulates her brother, Orestes, into killing their mother and stepfather.

Electra is a complex and controversial character. She is a victim of
injustice, but she is also ruthless and unforgiving. Her tragedy is a reminder
that the pursuit of revenge can have devastating consequences.

Philoctetes

Philoctetes is a tragedy of suffering and redemption. The play follows the
titular character, a skilled archer who was abandoned on an island by his



comrades because of a wound that smells foul. Philoctetes is consumed by
anger and bitterness, but he is also capable of great compassion. When
Odysseus and Neoptolemus come to the island to recruit him for the Trojan
War, Philoctetes is hesitant to join them. However, he eventually agrees,
and he plays a key role in the war.

Philoctetes is a complex and sympathetic character. He is a skilled warrior,
but he is also scarred by his abandonment and suffering. His tragedy is a
reminder that even those who have suffered the most can find redemption.

Ajax, Women of Trachis, Electra, and Philoctetes are four of Sophocles'
most powerful and moving tragedies. These plays explore the complexities
of honor, loyalty, and the human condition. They are essential reading for
anyone interested in the study of ancient Greek drama or the human
condition.
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Chris Hogan: The Everyday Millionaire Who
Shares His Secrets to Financial Success

Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
financial success. He is the author of the bestselling book "Everyday
Millionaires," which has sold over 1...

The True Story of Genius, Betrayal, and
Redemption

In the annals of science, there are countless stories of brilliant minds
whose work has changed the world. But there are also stories of...
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