
Air Force vs. Bachelet and Others: A
Landmark Case in Environmental Law
Air Force vs. Bachelet and Others was a landmark case in environmental
law that reached the Supreme Court of the United States in 2018. The case
involved the question of whether the federal government could be sued for
its alleged failure to protect the environment under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
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The case was brought by a group of environmental organizations and
individuals who argued that the Air Force had violated NEPA by failing to
adequately consider the environmental impact of its plans to expand a
military training range in the state of Washington. The plaintiffs alleged that
the Air Force's plans would have a significant impact on the environment,
including the loss of habitat for endangered species and the contamination
of groundwater.

FREE

https://read-ebook-now.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IldNRDB0Q0xKd3RxQnU5bisxTjBGd0k4UVNhZ0F6XC9vOVc1cjFRUW5qTlRcLzRsQ0djeG1HdElJaktGb0t0cUZQeTRzMDgwYklsbkJYbHVWNm53XC8zNHFOdzhLVGJjZnZiU2U4ZVhHYnFVK1pHU3JtRHAzNXNqd0VtWHd0b25EeVFOUWRWV2xkdHhHVHFzdFM2Rm1aYU00SG9ZemZHMFVNeWZSZ0R4bUZVRHh5SnFjOVFtdzRSTXdVVTdxcTA4OE9EbSIsIml2IjoiNmIwNGU5OTRhNWUzYTM1NGQ5MTY0N2ZmNjU2MjA5MGUiLCJzIjoiZWZmMTJkM2E2ZDRhYjE2OSJ9
https://read-ebook-now.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlRcL1J1ZVwvQ25TbXZrd1V5WkFIVUl2XC9XeEwzN3lsXC9iaCtDK0VxMjc3OGY1MEVzUkRoTmJJcU9SQVZ3MHljeVd5THhaWThoYytIVWx1aTFKaXF3Wnh5QjE4VG9taDRyVE4yYmpqaGVtR25rNGRsVE1JQVwvU0xxV3R0ZU14S1hRT3BrNWpuR3U4M0w1cHZMT2JMRGdhXC9zNktqV1F0NE9wUXN5MWNVek5FQ3E0TFFlVDZiRHpPS3FQZHhJZUc0aTliQSIsIml2IjoiMjJhMjIwOGViZjc1ZjJkZThmNGJjMDkyYmNmNDg4ZjUiLCJzIjoiMDAxZThiZjA2NGU5YjVlMSJ9
https://read-ebook-now.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IndiUWRxVmNucm1jYWlYY2dCdG85VnhyVWxHM2I0XC83MUJ3SXNZUE5TOWVcL083NnBIRkd0TExjUHQ4MitMQ3U2NzlHRHcrZEJpVFhKbkVJcklrNHk5dnozS2lTMENLUkg4V28wdVB2bmVCZEE2UzY3NmxtYTJSWER6MDE5aHA3RnF6V2hHOE5nQ0NLaDI4czlSTXhcLzM0K0ZWamhCWUhiSlR6R0NKbytMbDhRN3JMVFduaGwyam1wa28rZnV1MXpmZyIsIml2IjoiNTVmZDA1YjdhMjgzY2U1NGVlZWFkNDc2ZjgyODhlOTMiLCJzIjoiN2FhMDY5MDAwZTg4OTgwYSJ9


The Air Force argued that it was not subject to NEPA because its plans
were authorized by a prior law, the Military Lands Withdrawal Act (MLWA).
The MLWA exempted the Air Force from having to comply with NEPA for
certain activities, including the expansion of military training ranges.

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the environmental groups, holding that
the MLWA did not exempt the Air Force from having to comply with NEPA.
The Court held that NEPA is a "broadly applicable statute" that applies to all
federal agencies, including the military.

The Court also held that the Air Force had failed to adequately consider the
environmental impact of its plans. The Court found that the Air Force's
environmental impact statement (EIS) was "deficient" because it failed to
consider the full range of environmental impacts that could result from the
expansion of the training range.

The Supreme Court's ruling in Air Force vs. Bachelet and Others was a
significant victory for environmental groups. The ruling clarified that NEPA
applies to all federal agencies, including the military, and that agencies
must adequately consider the environmental impact of their actions before
taking them.

Background

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was enacted in 1970 in
response to the growing public concern about the environmental impacts of
federal actions. NEPA requires federal agencies to prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for any major federal action that is
likely to have a significant impact on the human environment.



The Military Lands Withdrawal Act (MLWA) was enacted in 1986. The
MLWA exempted the military from having to comply with NEPA for certain
activities, including the expansion of military training ranges.

Facts of the Case

In 2012, the Air Force announced plans to expand a military training range
in the state of Washington. The expansion would have increased the size of
the training range by over 100,000 acres.

A group of environmental organizations and individuals filed a lawsuit
against the Air Force, alleging that the Air Force had violated NEPA by
failing to adequately consider the environmental impact of the expansion.

The Air Force argued that it was not subject to NEPA because its plans
were authorized by the MLWA. The MLWA exempted the Air Force from
having to comply with NEPA for certain activities, including the expansion of
military training ranges.

Procedural History

The case was originally filed in the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Washington. The district court ruled in favor of the environmental
groups, holding that the MLWA did not exempt the Air Force from having to
comply with NEPA.

The Air Force appealed the district court's decision to the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. The Ninth Circuit affirmed the district court's decision,
holding that the MLWA did not exempt the Air Force from having to comply
with NEPA.



The Air Force then appealed the Ninth Circuit's decision to the Supreme
Court of the United States. The Supreme Court granted certiorari in 2018.

Supreme Court Decision

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the environmental groups, holding that
the MLWA did not exempt the Air Force from having to comply with NEPA.
The Court held that NEPA is a "broadly applicable statute" that applies to all
federal agencies, including the military.

The Court also held that the Air Force had failed to adequately consider the
environmental impact of its plans. The Court found that the Air Force's
environmental impact statement (EIS) was "deficient" because it failed to
consider the full range of environmental impacts that could result from the
expansion of the training range.

Significance of the Decision

The Supreme Court's ruling in Air Force vs. Bachelet and Others was a
significant victory for environmental groups. The ruling clarified that NEPA
applies to all federal agencies, including the military, and that agencies
must adequately consider the environmental impact of their actions before
taking them.

The ruling is also significant because it limits the scope of the MLWA. The
MLWA was intended to exempt the military from having to comply with
NEPA for certain activities. However, the Supreme Court's ruling makes it
clear that the MLWA does not exempt the military from having to comply
with NEPA for all activities.



Air Force vs. Bachelet and Others was a landmark case in environmental
law. The Supreme Court's ruling in the case clarified that NEPA applies to
all federal agencies, including the military, and that agencies must
adequately consider the environmental impact of their actions before taking
them. The ruling is a significant victory for environmental groups and is
likely to have a lasting impact on the way that federal agencies consider the
environmental impact of their actions.
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