
A Visual History: Zippo Manufacturing
Company - Images of America
Unveiling the Enduring Legacy of an American Icon

In the heart of Bradford, Pennsylvania, nestled amidst the rolling hills of the
Allegheny Mountains, lies the birthplace of an American icon: the Zippo
Manufacturing Company. For over 90 years, Zippo has been synonymous
with quality, reliability, and timeless design, producing windproof lighters
that have become treasured collectibles and enduring symbols of American
ingenuity.

The recently published book "Zippo Manufacturing Company: Images of
America," authored by local historian and Zippo enthusiast Rick Sebak,
chronicles the company's rich history through a captivating collection of
images.
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The Beginning: 1932-1945

The story of Zippo begins in 1932, when George G. Blaisdell, a young
engineer and entrepreneur, set out to create a better lighter than the flimsy
Austrian models he had been using. Inspired by a cricket lighter he had
seen during his travels in Austria, Blaisdell designed a windproof lighter
with a distinctive shape and a patented hinge that allowed it to be opened
and closed with one hand.
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The first Zippo lighters were produced in a small garage in Bradford,
Pennsylvania. Blaisdell's wife, Martha, played a vital role in the company's
early success, helping to assemble lighters and promote the product.

With the onset of World War II, Zippo lighters became indispensable to
American soldiers, who relied on them for warmth, light, and a touch of
home. The company produced over 500,000 lighters during the war, and
they quickly became a symbol of American patriotism.

Post-War Years: 1945-1960

After the war, Zippo continued to thrive, expanding its product line and
introducing new designs. The company also began to embrace advertising
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and marketing, creating memorable campaigns that showcased the
lighter's durability and versatility.

During this period, Zippo lighters became popular not only with veterans
but also with civilians. The lighters were seen as a symbol of masculinity
and independence, and they were often used as gifts and personal
accessories.

The Golden Age: 1960-1980



The 1960s and 1970s marked a golden age for Zippo. The company
introduced a wide range of new designs and finishes, including engraved,
painted, and gemstone-encrusted models.

Zippo lighters became even more popular with collectors, who began to
acquire and trade them as valuable memorabilia. The company also
expanded internationally, opening subsidiaries in Europe and Asia.
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Modern Era: 1980-Present

In the modern era, Zippo has continued to adapt and innovate, while
staying true to its core values of quality and reliability. The company has
introduced new technologies, such as electronic ignition and windproof
butane inserts, to meet the changing needs of its customers.
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Zippo lighters remain highly collectible, and the company has capitalized on
this by offering a wide range of limited-edition and commemorative models.

Images of America Series

"Zippo Manufacturing Company: Images of America" is part of Arcadia
Publishing's Images of America series, which showcases the history of
communities, industries, and events through vintage photographs and
informative text. The book features over 200 images, many of which have
never been published before.

The book is divided into chapters that cover different aspects of Zippo's
history, from its humble beginnings to its modern-day legacy. Each chapter
is accompanied by detailed captions that provide background information
and interesting anecdotes.

"Zippo Manufacturing Company: Images of America" is a must-have for
anyone interested in the history of Zippo, American manufacturing, or
collectible artifacts. The book's captivating images and engaging text offer
a unique glimpse into the world of Zippo lighters and the people who have
made them an American icon.

Whether you're a collector, a history buff, or simply appreciate the enduring
quality of American craftsmanship, this book is sure to ignite your interest
and leave you with a deeper appreciation for the Zippo Manufacturing
Company.
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