
A Cocktail Companion to 1920s Paris: A
Journey Through the Roaring Twenties
Close your eyes and imagine yourself transported back to the glamorous
and intoxicating world of 1920s Paris. The air is thick with the scent of
perfume and cigarette smoke, the sound of jazz music fills the streets, and
the night is alive with possibility.
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This was the era of the Lost Generation, a time when artists, writers, and
musicians flocked to Paris in search of freedom and inspiration. It was also
a time of great social change, as women gained new rights and freedoms
and the old order began to crumble.

Cocktails were an essential part of the 1920s Paris experience. They were
served in elegant bars and clubs, and they were often associated with the
glamorous and decadent lifestyle of the time.
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In this article, we will take a cocktail journey through 1920s Paris. We will
explore the iconic drinks, legendary bars, and fascinating characters that
defined this captivating era.

The Iconic Drinks of 1920s Paris

Some of the most iconic cocktails of the 1920s were created in Paris.
These drinks were often simple to make, but they were always delicious
and refreshing.

Here are a few of the most popular cocktails of the era:

The French 75: This classic cocktail is made with gin, champagne,
lemon juice, and sugar. It is said to have been created at Harry's New
York Bar in Paris in 1915.

The Sidecar: This cocktail is made with cognac, orange liqueur, and
lemon juice. It is said to have been created at the Ritz Paris in 1922.

The Mimosa: This cocktail is made with champagne and orange juice.
It is a popular brunch drink that is still enjoyed today.

The Legendary Bars of 1920s Paris

Paris was home to some of the most legendary bars in the world during the
1920s. These bars were frequented by the rich and famous, and they were
known for their atmosphere, their cocktails, and their clientele.

Here are a few of the most famous bars of the era:

Harry's New York Bar: This bar was founded in 1911 by an American
bartender named Harry MacElhone. It quickly became a favorite



hangout for American expatriates in Paris, and it is still one of the most
popular bars in the city today.

The Ritz Paris: This iconic hotel bar was opened in 1898. It is known
for its luxurious atmosphere, its exceptional cocktails, and its celebrity
clientele.

The Dome Café: This café was founded in 1898. It is located in the
Montparnasse district of Paris, and it was a favorite hangout for artists
and writers during the 1920s.

The Fascinating Characters of 1920s Paris

The 1920s Paris was a melting pot of fascinating characters. These people
came from all walks of life, and they all contributed to the unique
atmosphere of the city.

Here are a few of the most famous characters of the era:

Ernest Hemingway: Hemingway was an American writer who lived in
Paris during the 1920s. He was a member of the Lost Generation, and
he wrote some of his most famous works while living in Paris, including
The Sun Also Rises and A Farewell to Arms.

F. Scott Fitzgerald: Fitzgerald was an American writer who also lived
in Paris during the 1920s. He was the author of The Great Gatsby, one
of the most famous novels of the 20th century.

Zelda Fitzgerald: Zelda was F. Scott Fitzgerald's wife. She was a
talented writer and artist in her own right, and she was one of the most
glamorous women of her time.



The 1920s Paris was a time of great social and cultural change. It was a
time when anything was possible, and the night was alive with possibility.
Cocktails were an essential part of the 1920s Paris experience, and they
were enjoyed by everyone from the rich and famous to the artists and
writers who flocked to the city in search of inspiration.
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