
35-Year Veteran Assessment: How Public
Education Can Make The Grade
With over 35 years of experience as a public school teacher and
administrator, I have witnessed firsthand the challenges and triumphs of
our educational system. While there have been many improvements over
the years, there is still much work to be done to ensure that all students
have access to a high-quality education that prepares them for success in
college, career, and life.
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In this article, I will share my insights on the key areas that need to be
addressed to improve public education. I will also provide specific
recommendations for how we can make these changes a reality.

1. Teacher Quality
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The most important factor in student success is the quality of their
teachers. Studies have shown that students who have effective teachers
are more likely to succeed in school and graduate from high school. They
are also more likely to attend college and earn higher incomes.

There are several things that we can do to improve teacher quality. First,
we need to ensure that all teachers are highly qualified and have the
necessary skills and knowledge to teach their students effectively. This
means providing teachers with high-quality professional development
opportunities and supporting them as they strive to improve their practice.

Second, we need to create a more supportive work environment for
teachers. This means providing them with the resources and time they
need to be successful, and creating a culture of respect and collaboration.

Finally, we need to compensate teachers fairly for their work. Teachers are
professionals who deserve to be paid a living wage.

2. Curriculum Development

The curriculum is another important factor in student success. The
curriculum should be aligned with the state standards and should be
designed to meet the needs of all students. It should also be engaging and
relevant to students' lives.

In recent years, there has been a lot of debate about the best way to
develop a curriculum. Some people believe that we should focus on
teaching the basics, while others believe that we should focus on teaching
students how to think critically and solve problems.



I believe that the best curriculum is one that strikes a balance between
these two approaches. It should teach students the essential knowledge
and skills they need, while also developing their critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

3. Technology in Education

Technology can be a powerful tool for improving student learning. When
used effectively, technology can help students to learn more effectively,
engage with the material, and collaborate with their classmates.

However, it is important to note that technology is not a panacea. It is not a
substitute for good teaching, and it can be harmful if it is not used
effectively.

The key to using technology effectively in education is to focus on how it
can be used to improve student learning. This means using technology to
create engaging and interactive learning experiences that help students to
understand the material more deeply.

4. Educational Equity

All students deserve to have access to a high-quality education, regardless
of their race, ethnicity, gender, or socioeconomic status. However, the
reality is that there are still significant disparities in educational
opportunities and outcomes for students from different backgrounds.

To address this issue, we need to focus on providing additional support for
students who are struggling. This means providing them with access to
high-quality early childhood education, tutoring, and other supports.



We also need to work to change the culture of our schools so that all
students feel welcome and respected. This means creating a climate of
inclusion and diversity, and providing all students with opportunities to
succeed.

5. The Role of Parents and the Community

Parents and the community play a vital role in student success. Studies
have shown that students who have involved parents are more likely to
succeed in school. They are also more likely to have good attendance,
higher grades, and better behavior.

There are many ways that parents can get involved in their children's
education. They can help their children with their homework, volunteer at
their school, and attend school events.

The community can also play a role in supporting public education.
Businesses can partner with schools to provide mentoring and internship
opportunities for students. Community organizations can offer after-school
programs and other supports for students and families.

Improving public education is a complex challenge, but it is one that we
must address if we want to ensure that all students have the opportunity to
succeed. By focusing on the key areas outlined in this article, we can make
a real difference in the lives of our students and help them to achieve their
full potential.

Here are some specific recommendations for how we can make these
changes a reality:



Increase funding for public education.

Raise teacher salaries.

Provide teachers with high-quality professional development.

Create a more supportive work environment for teachers.

Develop a more rigorous and engaging curriculum.

Use technology effectively to improve student learning.

Provide additional support for students who are struggling.

Create a climate of inclusion and diversity in schools.

Encourage parents and the community to get involved in education.

By working together, we can make public education the best that it can be
for all students.
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