
30 Essays That Won Over $1 Million in
Scholarships: Secrets of Success Unraveled
Winning a scholarship is no easy feat, but these 30 students cracked the
code and secured over $1 million collectively. Their essays stood out from
the crowd, capturing the attention of scholarship committees and earning
them well-deserved financial assistance.
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Strategies for Scholarship Success

1. Start Early: Begin brainstorming and writing your essays well in
advance of scholarship deadlines. This will give you ample time to craft
a polished and persuasive piece.

2. Identify Your Target: Research different scholarships and carefully
read their requirements. Tailor your essay to the specific criteria of
each scholarship you apply for.
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3. Tell a Compelling Story: Don't simply list your accomplishments;
weave them into a narrative that highlights your character, values, and
aspirations. Share personal experiences and anecdotes that make
your essay memorable.

4. Show, Don't Tell: Use vivid language and specific examples to
demonstrate your qualities. Avoid vague or generic statements.

5. Proofread Carefully: Before submitting your essay, proofread it
meticulously for any errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation. Ask a
trusted friend or family member to review it as well.

The Structure of a Winning Essay

1. : Hook the reader with a captivating opening line or personal anecdote.
Clearly state your thesis statement, which should align with the
scholarship criteria.

2. Body Paragraphs: Use the body paragraphs to provide evidence and
support for your thesis statement. Use transitions to connect each
paragraph smoothly.

3. : Restate your thesis statement and summarize the key points of your
essay. End with a strong and memorable closing line.

Inspirational Essays

Below are excerpts from essays that won over $1 million in scholarships.

"The Power of Collaboration" by Amanda Gorman



“In a world where individualism is often celebrated, I believe
that the greatest achievements stem from the power of
collaboration. Throughout my life, I have witnessed firsthand
how collaboration has fostered innovation, sparked creativity,
and empowered individuals to create transformative change.”

Amanda Gorman's essay earned her a $1 million scholarship from the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation.

"The Importance of Risk-Taking" by Malala Yousafzai

“I believe that taking risks is essential for personal growth and
societal progress. Throughout history, countless individuals
have achieved great things by stepping outside of their
comfort zones and embracing the unknown.”

Malala Yousafzai's essay earned her a $1 million scholarship from the
Nobel Peace Prize Committee.

Meet the Authors



Amanda Gorman
Amanda Gorman is a renowned poet, activist, and National Youth Poet
Laureate. She is known for her powerful and inspiring performances,
including her poem "The Hill We Climb," which she read at President Joe
Biden's inauguration.
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Malala Yousafzai
Malala Yousafzai is a Nobel Peace Prize laureate and education activist.
She is known for her unwavering advocacy for the education of girls,
particularly in her native Pakistan.

Winning a scholarship is not impossible, but it requires hard work,
dedication, and a well-crafted essay. By following the strategies outlined
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above and drawing inspiration from the winning essays shared here, you
can increase your chances of securing financial assistance and pursuing
your dreams.

Remember, your essay is your opportunity to showcase your unique
qualities, values, and aspirations. Seize this opportunity to tell your story
and make a lasting impression on scholarship committees.
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Chris Hogan: The Everyday Millionaire Who
Shares His Secrets to Financial Success
Chris Hogan is an Everyday Millionaire who shares his secrets to
financial success. He is the author of the bestselling book "Everyday
Millionaires," which has sold over 1...
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The True Story of Genius, Betrayal, and
Redemption
In the annals of science, there are countless stories of brilliant minds
whose work has changed the world. But there are also stories of...
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